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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The field of recreation is as broad and as varied as 
its definition. There have been hundreds of books written 
on the subject and practically all of their authors have 
used their own variation of what they felt the word "recrea¬ 
tion'* means. However, some of the ideas expressed by George 
Butler1 may serve as a guide. According to his philosophy, 
recreation is usually voluntary in nature and is the anti¬ 
thesis of work. Whatever its form or the age of its parti¬ 
cipant, recreation gives enjoyment. 
There are numerous authorities on recreation who write 
of the effects of recreation on such subjects as the com¬ 
munity, education, the church, juvenile delinquency, the 
family* the total personality* private organizations* public 
organizations* the nation* and* undoubtedly* other areas* 
The impact of this information is that recreation is of con¬ 
siderable importance to us all* The way we use our leisure 
time affects not only ourselves and our associates* but may 
affect the welfare of the nation as well* Juvenile delin¬ 
quency serves as an example of how the improper use of 
leisure time will produce harmful effects throughout the 
nation* 
In this modern age of machines* especially in the 
United States, the average man has far more free time than 
(1) Butler* George D** Introduction tQ Cg^un;Hy...Bfis: 
creation - PP* 3-5 
his counterpart of two or three generations ago, and it 
appears he will probably have even more spare time in the 
future# Many people need some leisure time activity to 
overcome the boredom of a monotonous existence# For these 
, ) 
reasons it becomes imperative for society from time to 
time to take stock of its resources in recreational facili¬ 
ties to see that they are adequately meeting the needs. It 
is with such a stock-taking of recreational facilities that 
this study is concerned. 
Just what use the average men will make of this spare 
time should be of considerable concern to us all. There is 
much statistical information to indicate that, in past years 
not enough has been done to educate man to the best use of 
his added leisure. Our communities and newspapers show 
evidence of this — loafing, rowdyism, juvenile delinquency, 
and other forms of misguided leisure. 
As many of our life patterns and processes are being 
developed during our grade and high school years, it is 
during these formative years that we should direct our 
strongest efforts in educating for leisure. 
Due, in large part, to the crowded conditions in our 
cities, the harmful effects of not adequately preparing our 
youth for leisure has shown itself in juvenile delinquency. 
Consequently, much of the literature and research on recre¬ 
ation relating to youth has chiefly pertained to our more 
densely populated communities. Yet, the National Conference 
- 4 - 
on Prevention and Control of Juvenile Delinquency has this 
to say, "Over half of the Nation’s population under 18 years 
of age, which may be referred to as th© Juvenile population, 
lives in rural areas> 
The author feels that there is need for additional re¬ 
search on the present status of, and needs for, recreation 
in small communities. This thesis, therefore, will concern 
itself with recreation for school-age children in the small 
communities of Athol and Northfleld, Massachusetts. 
National Conference on Prevention and Control of 
Juvenile Delinquency, “Panel on Rural Aspects’1, Recjge&iion, 
(July, 1947) XXI, No. 4, pp. 195 
cimimjj* 
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM AND OUTLINE OF PROCEDURE 
CHAPTER II 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND OUTLINE OF PROCEDURE 
Statement of Problem — Thi3 thesis Is concerned with 
an attempt to determine whether the more common forms of 
social and recreational activities of school-age children 
are being provided, or not, at home and by various groups 
and organizations in the towns of Athol and Northfield, 
Massachusetts. 
Purpose — The main purpose of this work is to deter- 
in a broad sense, whether the recreational needs of the 
school-age children in each of these towns is being adequate 
ly met. Further, the attempt is herein made to determine 
which activities are lacking entirely, little participated 
in, or in some way overlooked — all this with a view to 
making recommendations for improving or adding to the pre¬ 
sent recreational activities of, and facilities for, school- 
age children in their respective towns• 
A secondary purpose is to compare a town of two 
thousand (Northfield) and ono of twelve thousand (Athol). 
g-gP-P-O—and..Limitations — The emphasis throughout this 
work has been on the recreational activities of school-age 
children as affected by conditions and organizations within 
the limits of their own town. No work of so broad a nature 
could help but be affected by factors outside of the town 
A 
limits — especially in this age of modern transportation. 
However, we shall attempt to limit ourselves to factors 
within the community, making the necessary mental reserve- 
« 7 *■ 
tion that oui* results or conclusions will* therefore* not 
be obsolute or all-inclusive. 
The interest and desires of the individual child, as 
far as recreation and leisure time activity is concerned, 
are varied and innumerable. This thesis deals only with 
those activities which can be classed as common. 
Although student questionnaires were not given to the 
students of grades 1-3, the term "school age’* 1 2 will refer to 
children of grades 1-12 unless otherwise specified. 
Unless otherwise stated the following meanings will 
be implied in the use of the words "recreation" and 
"leisure". 
Recreation - the antithesis of work or drudgery, anything 
which is pleasurable to us and is generally voluntary rather 
than compulsory.* 
2 Leisure - all time not devoted to work, preparing for work, 
and daily tasks such as eating, sleeping, and washing. 
Subjects — Turing May and June 1943, student question¬ 
naires were sent out to all the students of grades &~12 of 
the public schools of Athol and Forthfield. There were 
separate questionnaires for grades 4-6 and grades 7-12. In 
/ 
(1) Butler, George D,, Introduction to Community Re¬ 
creation. p. 3 
(2) Cook, Albert Cairnes, A Studyof the Recreational 
Possibilities for the Town of Concord, assachusetts. p. 47 
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Location of Northfield and Athol 
Athol 473 students were enrolled in grades 4-6 and 328 
questionnaires were returned; 788 students were enrolled in 
grades 7-12 and 588 questionnaires were returned* In $orth- 
field 99 students were enrolled in grades 4-6 and 97 ques¬ 
tionnaires were returned; questionnaires war© returned for 
all 133 students of grades 7-12* Administrative oversights 
on the parts of some teachers and absences were the reasons 
behind the failure to get a 100% response to the student 
questionnaires* 
Using interview questionnaires, the author Interviewed 
twenty-eight persons associated with recreation in I*orth- 
field, as shown on Table IV, p* 251 and twenty-on© persons 
in Athol, as shown on Table IV, p* 25* 
Outline of Procedure — The broad outline of the pro¬ 
cedure consists of the three phases (1) recreational ques¬ 
tionnaires given to students in grades 4-6 and 7-12; (2) 
Interviews of loaders In various organizations and groups 
in each town; and (3) readings related to the problem. Com¬ 
paring the information contained in the questionnaires and 
Interviews, It is possible to gain a broad picture of the 
present status of recreation in each community as regards 
school-age children. 
Taking what is believed to be the most competent and 
applicable information from the questionnaires, interviews, 
and readings, this thesis attempts to show (1) what is 
- 10 
lacking and (2) vfhat is most needed and practical for im¬ 
proving the recreational facilities and activities in each 
town* 
In most works of this nature where more than one com¬ 
munity is considered, it is customary to chose communities 
which are as nearly alike as possible. However, in this 
thesis the author has chosen two communities that differ 
considerably in the hopes that there may be found common 
problems, common solutions, and common aspects in the com¬ 
munity-wide recreation programs of Athol and Northfield, 
assachusetts, as pertains to school-age children* 
Chapter III gives a brief description of these towns, 
and it con be readily noted that the towns differ consider¬ 
ably in total population, density of pojjulation in the moro 
thickly settled areas, total evaluation of taxable proper¬ 
ty, and the general composition of the occupation groups, 
as well as in many other wavs* 
The author hopes to establish in Chapters IX and X in 
the conclusions and recommendations for Athol and Horthfiold 
that there are common aspects such as: (1) the same social 
organizations and agencies are offering the same or similar 
recreational facilities and activities for the school-age 
children of each town; (2) that in some instances the same 
or similar forms of recreational activities and facilities 
are inadequate or lacking in each town; and (3) that some 
of the recommendations made for improving recreational fa- 
- 11 
cilltles and activities In each town are the same or similar. 
\ 
cm:,Q.ill 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TOWNS 
CHAPTER III 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TOWNS 
Athol — Athol is situated in north central Massachu¬ 
setts in Worcester County* The illers River flows near the 
center of the town* 
The present population is slightly over 12,000, of whom 
75$ are native born! American, French, Lithuanian and Ital¬ 
ian nationalities predominate. The industrial and business 
sections of the community are located on, or generally near, 
the illers Fiver in what is commonly referred to as the 
downtown section. The most densely populated sections of 
the town are located along U. S. Route 202 and streets ad¬ 
jacent to it, particularly in the downtown and uptown sec¬ 
tions. 
The economic life of the community is dependent largely 
upon the manufacture of tools, leather goods, and similar 
industries. J. F. McElwaln Shoe Company, L, S. Starrett 
Tool Company, and Union Twist Drill Company are the concerns 
employing the greatest number of people. 
The following additional information is found in a 
2 
booklet published by the Athol Chamber of Commerce. 
Form of Government - Town Meeting; Selectmen. 
f 
Financial - 3 banks, 1 credit union. 
Education - 10 public school buildings with 73 teachers 
and 1,830 pupils enrolled. 
(1) Chamber of Commerce, Athol, p, 14 
<2) USM, 14 PP. 
Public Library - Contains 16,000 volumes. Small branch 
uptown. 
Industrial - 32 establishments employing 4*500 men and 
women. Products valued at $10*705*000 a 
year. 
Transportation - Fitchburg Division* B. and M, railroad; 
four bus lines; one airport (95 acres). 
Highways - Mass, 2* 21* and 32; U. S. 202. 
Trade Area - Serves 30*000 people within a radius of 20 
miles. Jobbing territory serves 50*000 with 
in a radius of 25 miles. 
Telephones - 2*500, 
Newspapers - One daily. Associated Press news service. 
Hospital - $600*000 raised for a new hospital. 
Hotels - Three* with 60 rooms. 
Amusements* Recreation, Theatres - 2 theatres; municipal 
Auditorium seating 1*400* and several small 
auditoriums. A golf course. Municipal play¬ 
ground* recreation field* and 2 beaches* 3$ acres 
Five parks* 54 acres, Y. ¥. C, A. with gymnasium 
swimming pool* game and reading rooms* dormitor¬ 
ies. An excellent boys* camp conducted by the 
Y. M. C. A. 
Town Statistics - Area* 33 3-40 square miles. Average 
rainfall* 42.41 inches. Municipal water works 
of 138*000*000 gallons capacity* a daily average 
pump of 680*000; mechanical rapid sand filtration 
plant. Fire department consists of 9 full time 
,men including the chief* 35 call men* two station 
houses with ten pieces of equipment* including 
ambulance. Police department consists of 1 chief 
1 sergeant, 9 patrolmen* all under Civil Service* 
one station house* 2 cruisers and 1 ambulance. 
The land in and around Athol is hilly and forested* 
lending itself to such outdoor activities as skiing, hiking* 
caraping* hunting* and nature study. The *illers River up¬ 
stream of the Starrett Company dam contains large trout. 
- 15 - 
Ellinwood Brook, Ricevllle Brook, ^est Brook, and Eagle 
Brrok are also fine for trout fishing. For the fisherman 
out for such fish as calico bass, bluegill, small and 
large-mouth black bass, bullhead and pickerel, there are 
many fine ponds such as: Sportsman’s, White, Eagleville, 
Riceville, Lake Bohunta, and Lake Ellis. The fisherman may 
travel to the nearby Quabbin Reservoir for further sport. 
This same Cuabbin Reservoir area serves as a game refuge - 
the overflow of which makes for fine hunting along Athol’s 
southern areas. 
In the summer there are traveling carnivals practically 
each weekend. The town band plays four concerts each at 
Fish Park and the Uptown Common, A circus holds a one-day 
stand at the circus grounds on the South Athol Load. There 
are many public dances. There is an industrial baseball 
league, as well as the Y. M. C. A. sponsored league. At the 
fair grounds there is a roller skating rink and at Lake 
Ellis boats may be hired. 
\ . 
There are, also, a variety of activities in the fall 
and winter which people may enjoy. Bob and Oraer's profes¬ 
sional football teams play at the fair grounds. Six weekly 
professional boxing cards are offered at th© Memorial 
Building. Many public dances are held at various halls 
each week. Community concert series are held at the Mem¬ 
orial Building, and community forums, at the Y. M. C. A. 
At Lake Ellis one may skate or use the hockey rink. Seven 
- 16 - 
streets are blocked off for coasting* For people so in¬ 
clined there are two bowling alleys, one pool room, a dozen 
bar and tap rooms and three package stores* There are no 
commercial dance halls* 
The total value of Heal Estate and Personal Estate for 
Athol for the year 1947 was $10,685*100 and the tax rate per 
$1000 was $49.3 
Key to Places Numbered on Maps II and III, Athol, Mass* 
(lumbers following places listed in the Key are for Map III 
only.) 
1. Sportsman’s Pond 
2. Silver Lake K2 
3* Silver Lake Playground J3 
4. Silver Lake School L2 
5* Lake Park School J3 
6* Fish Park G4 
7* Main Street School G4 
8. Y* M* C. A. J5 
9. Baptist Church H4 
10. Met l odist Church J5 
11* Our Lady Immaculate K5 
12. Athol High School L5 
13* E. B. Newton School 
14. riverbend School K6 
15* Episcopal Church LJ 
16. Highland School M6 
17# Congregational Church M7 
18. Athol Fair Grounds N9 
19. Lake Ellis N9 
20. Hapgood School J6 
21. Saunder St. School H7 
22. Lake Hohunta 
23* Lyman Ward School N9 
24. Synagogue H? 
25. Cheney Pond J6 
26. Athol Hod and Gun Club 
27# Davenport’s Pond 
28. Mill Brook Assoc.Resevoirs 
(3) Athol, Town of, Town Report for Athoi.Mass., p.95* 
29* Town Reservoirs 
30* Athol Ice Co* Pond 
31. Cuinlans Ice Pond 
32. Ragleville Pond 
33* ^hite Pond 
3^. Kllinwood Pond 
35» Hiceville Pond 
GV 
0^ 
MAP II Athol, Mas8. 
ENLARGEMENT OF TOWN CENTER 
0 
i 
SCALE IN THOUSANDS OF FEET 
7* 
f 
is 
ai 
MAP III 
•Athol, Mass, 
- 20 - 
Northfield — Northfield is situated in north central 
Massachusetts in Franklin County. The Connecticut Biver 
flows in a north to south direction dividing the northern 
half of the town and forming for part of its length nearly 
half of the town’s western boundary. The town is divided 
into poorly defined local areas such as Northfield* East 
Northfield* West Northfield* South Vernon* Upper Farms* 
Lower Farms* Hell’s Kitchen and the Mountain. 
On both sides of the Connecticut River are lowlands or 
plains starting at a level of approximately 200 feet above 
sea level* This land is given over mainly to tobacco* corn* 
and potatoes and makes fine farmland. To the east and west 
of the river slope are hills rising to elevations of from 
1200 to 1800 feet. The rounded forested hills are similar 
to those of Athol except that there are few large ponds in 
Northfield’s hills. 
The Connecticut River* although somewhat polluted* 
offers fine fishing for bass* wall-eyed pike* and bluegills. 
Trout fishing in such streams as Mill Brook* Warwick Brook* 
Pachaug Brook* Glenn Brook* Four Mile Brook* and Bennett 
Brook is excellent. Pond fishing is limited almost exclu¬ 
sively to Lily Pond and Wanamaker Pond* two shallow ponds 
t 
with little to recommend them; and an unnamed marshy area 
near the G. 0* Dunnell and Sons coal yard. 
The hills and forested areas lend themselves to such 
activities as skiing* toboganning* hiking* hunting* and 
21 — 
nature study• The Northfield Hotel maintains a large system 
of nature trails as well as a golf course, tennis courts, 
shuffleboard courts, swimming beach, two ponds for skating, 
ski slopes, and a toboggan slide for its guests. 
The population of Northfield is slightly over 2,000. 
There are no large industries and no densely settled areas. 
The largest percentage of the town's working population is 
employed by The Northfield, The Northfield School for Girls, 
or ount Kermon - all of which are under the same ownership* 
Other large groups are employed at the fillers Falls Tool 
Company and Greenfield Tap and Die Company. -any others 
work in stores or industries in Brattleboro or Greenfield, 
Although there are many farms, most of these are a secondary 
source of income to their owners. 
For a community of its size Northfield supports a large 
number of clubs and organizations; among these are: five 
churches, a Boy Scout troop, a Brownie troop, two Girl Scout 
troops, a 'asonic lodge, an American Legion post, a Veteran's 
of Foreign Wars post, two community clubs, a Grange, a 4~H 
Club, a Fish and Game Club, an athletic association, Ameri¬ 
can Youth Hostel, and several church groups. Many organiza¬ 
tions such as Boy and Girl Scouts, due to the competition 
for interest and time between them, have considerable diffi¬ 
culty finding leaders, A Boy Scout Club pack was disbanded 
for this very reason. 
Unlike Athol, Northfield does not have carnivals, band 
- 22 
concerts, circuses, professional boxing, a movie theatre, 
bowling alleys, roller-skating rinks, pool room, public 
bathing beach, hockey rink, boats for hire, or public 
gymnasium. Further, the town is dry* 
The town library has 11,300 books and the Community 
District #4 library at Northfield Farms has 3*800 books* 
There is a grade school and high school employing 16 teachers 
with a combined enrollment of 335 pupils* 
The Northfield A. A* and the West Northfield Bluejays 
play semi-professional baseball* Other than the public and 
private schools, this is the extent of organized athletics 
in Northfield at present. Under the sponsorship of the 
Northfield P. T, A* the high school has, as of December, 
1948, equipped the town hall for basketball. 
Swimming is limited to small semi-public areas such as 
Wanamaker Pond, Jewett's Pond, and the pool at the Community 
Club #4* 
The athletic field behind the high school and the play¬ 
ground at Community Club #4 are the only public playgrounds 
in the community* The baseball field used by the BlueJays 
is on private land* None of the streets are blocked for 
1 
coasting and there are no hockey rinks. 
Approximately five hundred boys attend Mount Bermon - 
of which number twenty-three are from Northfield; approx¬ 
imately five hundred girls attend the Northfield School for 
Girls, of which number twenty-two are from Northfield* North- 
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field also send twelve boys to Greenfield Trade School, 
Northfield*s rich historical background is given pro¬ 
minence in the displays at the Northfield Historical So¬ 
ciety building on Pine Street, the Historical Museum on the 
second floor of Dickinson Library, and in the numerous mem¬ 
orial markers and tablets scattered throughout the community* 
In July of 1948, the Northfield Drive-In Theatre was 
constructed just across the state line in Winchester, New 
Hampshire, 
Massachusetts highways 10 and 63 pass through North- 
field and there is a connecting road to Vermont highway 30, 
The Central Vermont Bailroad maintains a freight office at 
Northfield; and the Boston and 'sine, a passenger and 
freight station at South Vernon. Northfield is serviced by 
the Vermont Transit bus line. 
The total value of Beal Estate and Personal Estate for 
Northfield for the year ending December 31» 1947 was 
4 ?1,984,030 and the tax rate per $1,000 was $50. 
Key to Places Numbered on Map IV, Northfield, Mass, 
(Not shown on map is sparsely settled section called Hell's 
"itchen in Northwestern area of town.) 
_ • 
1* Proposed site of gymnasium 
2, Northfield High School 
(4) Northfield, Town of. Town Report for Northfieldr 
_asp, 61 
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3. Center School 
4, Dickinson Memorial Library 
5# Northfield Historical Society 
6. Northfield School for Girls 
7. Louise Andrews Camp (Salvation Army) 
8* The Northfield (Inn and Chateau) 
9. Trinitarian Congregational Church 
10* American Youth Hostels Headquarters 
11. Saint Patricks (Homan Catholic) Church 
12. Unitarian Congregational Church 
13. Town Hall 
14. Grange Hall 
lj. ' anamaker Pond and Falls 
16. Drive-In Theatre (Winchester* N.H.) 
17. Advent Christian Church (Vernon* Vt.) 
18. Baseball Field (West Northfield Blue^ays) 
19# Mount Harmon School for Boys (Gill* Mass.) 
20. Jewett’s Pond 
1 
21. No. 3 Community Club 
22. No. 4 Community Club 
Nature Trails Area Town Boundaries 
K Ft MV) \ 
Noi-tlittdld 
‘voir\. 
rmon 
\\ \ ' 
\VriJ .( 
MEA 
ooo 
lOOo 
U96 
5 Miles 
Contour Interval 20 feet 
Datum, is n i earv Sea, level 
MAP IV Northfield, Mass. 

CHATTER IV 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRES 
Organization — When the author decided to use a ques- 
tiormaire* he first received the permission of the school 
authorities of Northfield and Athol through their respective 
superintendents* Robert N. Taylor and William A, Spooner* 
to have the questionnaires filled in as a student-teacher 
project. This was necessary as the school year was rapidly 
coming to a close. 
In order to make this work of significance to the com¬ 
munities involved* the author sent to Superintendents Taylor 
and Spooner a list of possible items to be used on the ques¬ 
tionnaire as shown in Appendix I. By consolidating the 
choices of Mr. Taylor and r. Spooner* activities for lines 
1-20 were chosen. The items listed in the letters to Mr. 
"aylor and Mr. Spooner were largely taken from books by 
1 2 1 Frank H. Cheiey* Mason and Mitchell* and Mitchell . 
There are numerous other items which could have been added 
to this list. At the suggestion of Dr. William Vinal of 
the Thesis Committee lines 20-25 were added to the question- 
(1) Cheiey* Frank H.* ed.* Modern Boy Activity.* New 
York, The University Society Inc.* Vols. 3-6* 1921* respec- 
tively 350, 369, 250, 398 PP. 
(2) Mason and Mitchell, Social Games for Recreation. 
New York, A. S. Barnes & Co,, 1946 (11th printing), 421 pp. 
(3) Mitchell, Elmer D.. Sports for Recreation. New 
York, A, S. Barnes & Co,, 194? (8th printing), 467 pp. 
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naires so that the students might add other activities • As 
a point of fact not only did some of the students fill in 
linos 20-25* but, also, added activities on the back of the 
questionnaires. 
The headings used in columns 1-13 of the questionnaires 
were chosen largely through the suggestion of Dr, Albert W, 
T'-irvis of the Thesis Committee'’, as were, also, many of the 
6 instructions on the Teachers* Instruction Sheet • 
The Superintendents of Schools, the Thesis Committee, 
and the author were of the opinion that the questionnaires 
7/ere too complex for students of grades l-3> consequently, 
these grades are not found on the questionnaires* 
Spaces were left in the heading of the questionnaires 
so that the student could indicate the town and his or her 
sex14, Tl:is would mean that the responses could then be 
compared by town, by sex, and by grade groupings, as will b© 
demonstrated later in this chapter, 
Weaknesses, in the structure. Execution,.fe¬ 
tation of Questionnaires — The questionnaires for North- 
field and Athol were administered during the last week of 
'ay and the first week of June, 1948, At that time there 
(4) See Appendix II, p, 214 
(5) IM1., p. 
(6) Ibid., p. 
(14) See Appendix II, p. 
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were 473 pupils registered in grades 4-6 in Athol, from 
whom the author had a 7Q% return of questionnaires. The 
registration for grades 7-12 in Athol was 788, from whom 
the author had a 75k return of questionnaires* However, 
fcv some unknown reason there was only a 40;t return from 
grade 6 in Athol, and no returns from the 107 seniors at 
Athol High School, 
Being a member of the faculty of Horthfield High School, 
the author was better able to supervise the return of the 
korthfield questionnaires and to administer the question¬ 
naires for grades 7-12 in Morthfield* There was 100/? re¬ 
turn for the 133 pupils in Korthfieldfs grade 7-12 and a 
return cf 97 of the 99 pupils in grades 4-6# (There were 
two sixth grade girls absent due to prolonged illness.) 
y 
^rom Table I, page 31 it my easily be seen that there 
are many possible opportunities for confusion# This is es¬ 
pecially true in regards to the degree of participation in¬ 
volved in each activity# Too, there is no distinction made 
between actual participation and that of being a spectator# 
In view of the fact that there are many weaknesses in 
the student questionnaires, the author has included the re¬ 
sults of many Interviews in an attempt to gain more positive 
information# These interviews are discussed at some length 
in Chapter V# 
In the following pages are given the results of the 
questionnaires in graphic and tabular form. The graphs are 
- 30 - 
compilations and comparisons of the results of the student 
questionnaires* Due to the small number of pupils in North- 
field as compared to Athol, the graphs are based proportion¬ 
ately. The right-hand vertical column of figures on each 
graph represents the figures for Athol and the left-hand 
vertical column, for Northfield. The highest figure shown 
on each column represents the maximum number of responses 
possible or one hundred per cent; except that on Graphs 
2, 6, 10 and 14, only the actual number of responses is 
shown. 
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Evaluation of the Questionnaires -- Graphs 1-16 ob¬ 
tained from the questionnaires show some very interesting 
comparisons and information. For example, the graphs show 
some very striking parallels between the responses of the 
same grade group and sex group of pupils from Athol and 
Northfield. What few exceptions there are to these paral¬ 
lels on each graph would seem to be largely explained from 
evidence obtained in the interview and readings, as will be 
shown later in this chapter and in chapters to follow. If 
some of the graphs could be paired and superimposed as 
follows: 1 over 5> 2 over 6, 9 over 15, and 10 over 14, it 
can be clearly seen that boys and girls of each grade group 
in each town show nearly identical Interests in each acti¬ 
vity and but little variance between the pupils of each town. 
Graphs 3, 7, 11, and 13 show quite clearly the compara¬ 
tive interests the pupils expressed in the listed activities 
on the questionnaires. Graphs 4, 8, 12 and 16 show the com¬ 
parative interests expressed by the pupils in activities 
they wrote in on lines 21-25 of the questionnaires, citing 
■f 
only the cases where more than ten per cent of the students 
of either town listed the same activity. Further explana¬ 
tion of the graphs will be attempted in the balance of this 
chapter and in later chapters. 
Table III, p. 49, indicates that the greater the number 
of students, generally speaking, the greater the number and 
variety of responses in write-in activities on lines 2-25. 
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This is much as one might expect in regards to individual 
differences. The variety of responses may also be due in 
part to the number of different teachers that administered 
the questionnaires. In reference to Table III it might be 
20 interesting to note here that on the suggestion sheet 
which accompanied the questionnaire for grades 4-6 twenty- 
three different items were mentioned! on the suggestion 
Pl 
sheet for grades 7-12 forty-five different items were 
mentioned. 
Comparison of Questionnaire Responses - Athol.-SM 
Northfleld. Grades 4-6. Girls — The information found on 
Graph 1, p. 33, is taken from Table I, p. 31 and Table II, 
p. 32, which are compilations of lines 1-20 and columns 
V 
1-13 of the student questionnaires for 4—6 grade girls of 
Northfield and Athol, respectively. As may be clearly noted 
on Graph 1 there Is a close parallel in the total results 
of columns 1-13 of the questionnaires. The total effect of 
the Girl Scouts in Northfield being proportionately greater 
than that of Athol may be most easily explained by the fact 
that there are no Girl Scout troops in Athol, and two in 
Northfield. Conversely, there is a Y. M. C. A. in Athol, 
and none In Northfield, which probably explains the variance 
on Graph 1. The great difference in results of "dons alone" 
(20) Appendix II, p. 
(21) Appendix II, P. 
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is probably a reflection of the parallel difference In the 
item facilities near” on the same graph* Further, by turn- 
ing back to Table II, p. 32, it can be noted that Columns 
10 and 13 show a great deal of correlation. In other words, 
having greater opportunity for play near home, it follows 
that the girls of grades 4-6 in Athol would also have greater 
opportunity for carrying out these activities "alone or with 
others" than their counterparts in Northfield. 
Graph 2, p. 34, shows in greater detail than Graph 5 
the relative effect that the various sponsoring groups in 
each town have on this age group as indicated in the re¬ 
sults of the questionnaires. 
From Graph 3, it can be seen that coasting, swimming, 
reading, picnics, young peoples* parties, and movies are the 
listed activities most participated in by the girls of grades 
4-6 in both of these towns. Ice skating, skiing, music, 
and softball, also, hold a strong attraction for this group. 
In all of these activities more than half of the students 
y 
indicated some degree of participation* In Athol this was 
likewise true of baseball and nature study* Apparently, 
baseball is stressed more in the girls’ curricula in Athol 
than in Northfield, for in both the case of the grade 4-6 
girls, as shown on Graph 3$ the grade 7—12 girls, ss 
shown on Graph 11, baseball is participated in much more 
strongly than softball* In Northfield softball is a popular 
playground activity for girls from grades 4-12* 
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The difference in participation in movies is probably 
largely explained in the fact that there is no movie theatre 
in Northfield. However, novies are frequently shown at 
rount Kermon, the Northfield School for Girls, and at both 
the Center and High Schools. At the time the questionnaires 
were answered, weekly movies were held at the Town Hall, but 
they have since been discontinued. Since that time, a drive- 
in theatre has been built and been put into operation. 
The difference in Girls Scouts has been explained pre¬ 
viously - there being no Girl Scout troop in Athol. 
The difference in response in both nature study and 
m sic are probably a reflection of the greater facilities 
available in a large community and in a larger school system. 
However, since the questionnaires were answered, an in¬ 
strumental music program was started in the fall of 1948 in 
both the Center and High Schools of Northfield. Plans are 
underway to start nature classes under the Audubon Society 
in the fall of 1949 for fifth grade students. 
On Graph 4, are consolidated those activities parti¬ 
cipated in by over ten per cent of the students of either 
town. The Northfield girls listed twenty-nine different ac¬ 
tivities and the Athol girls, fifty-nine. Thirteen of these 
activities were mentioned by more than ten per cent of one 
or both groups. Nine of these thirteen items correspond to 
items mentioned on the Suggestion Lists sent out with the 
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questionnaires7. Tha responses on the four remaining items 
(bicyling, games, hiking, and horseback riding) showed con¬ 
siderable variation between the towns for which there is no 
ready explanation, save that in all probability one student 
asked about the activity and his classmates, also, listed 
it. Shy so few Korthfield students should list see-saws and 
marbles remains a mystery, since both may be obtained right 
on the school grounds. 
The most popular activities mentioned in this write- 
in list were roller skating, reading, funny books, dancing, 
fishing, and camping in that order. 
>s 4-6. Athol vs. North: Bovs — The informa¬ 
tion found on Graph 5, is a '« pilation of Lines 1-20 and 
Columns 1-13 of the student questionnaires for grade 4-6 
boys of North-field and Athol, respectively. As may be 
readily noted on Graph 5, there is a close parallel in most 
items in the total responses of columns 1-13 of the ques¬ 
tionnaire. The fact that there is no Y. M. C. A. in Korth¬ 
field would readily explain the difference that is shown on 
Graph 5. On this same graph the items "Done Alone or With 
Others" and "Facilities Hear Home" are both high in athol 
and correspondingly low in Horthfield. It is very likely 
that a close correlation between these two columns should 
(7) Appendix II, p. 
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#xist, since ¥<Itb more facilities close at hand there should 
be greater opportunity for unorganized activities by indi¬ 
viduals and groups. In like manner with fewer facilities 
near home one would expect a correspondingly greater percent¬ 
age of the Northfield boys than Athol boys expressing that 
they would take part in more activities if they were avail¬ 
able* 
Graph 6, shows in greater detail the relative part 
that the various sponsoring agencies play in providing the 
twenty activities listed on the questionnaire* 
It can be seen from Graph ? that baseball, coasting, 
movies, picnics, reading, skiing, softball, swimming, touch 
football, and young peoples1 parties are the listed activi¬ 
ties most participated in by the boys of grades 4-6 of both 
towns. Ice skating and music occupy the attention of large 
numbers from both towns and nature study is popular in Athol. 
Graph 7 indicates a surprising degree of ©quality of 
participation between the two towns; that is to say, 5,sur- 
4 
prising" in regards to such items as ice skating, movies, 
picnics, and swimming - all of which are more readily avail¬ 
able in Athol. A similar degree of participation in music 
and nature study by the Athol group can be noted as previ¬ 
ously indicated for the grade 4-6 girls. The possible ex¬ 
planation of greater opportunity for participation probably 
holds true in this case also. 
The great difference in response to Cub Scout which . 
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Graph 7 indicates, is probably due to the fact that pre¬ 
sently there are no Cub packs in Northfield* 
On Graph 8 is consolidated those activities partici¬ 
pated in by over ten per cent of the students of either 
town# The Northfield boys listed twenty-three activities 
and the Athol boys, sixty-three. Eight of these activities 
were mentioned by more than ten per cent of one or both 
groups. Six of the eight items corresponded to items men¬ 
tioned on the Suggestion Lists sent out with the questlon- 
8 
nairas . There are no noteworthy differences in the re¬ 
sponses on Graph 8, except on the two items (bicycling and 
loafing) which wore not contained on the Suggestion Lists. 
In view of the fact that neither of these activities were 
listed by boys of grades 4-6 in Northfield and that both 
are popular pastimes of this group, it is the author's be¬ 
lief that this is the result of a coincidence that the items 
did not appear on the Suggestion hist and were not remembered 
at the time by the students. 
The most popular of the write-in activities on Graph 12 
were fishing, reading funny books, camping, and roller skating 
in that order. 
Grades 7-12. Athol vs. Northfield, Girls — The informa- 
tion found on Graph 9, p. 41 is a compilation of Linos 1-20 
and Columns 1-13 the student questionnaires for grade 
(8) Appendix II, p. 
% 
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7-12 girls of Northfield and Athol, respectively. From 
Graph 9 it can be noted that for the most part there is a 
rather close parallel in the responses of the groups from 
the t'-vo towns. Graph 10, p. 42, will show some of the 
points of divergence in greater detail. Although it would 
appear from Graph 9 that the home provides for fewer acti¬ 
vities in Northfield than it does in Athol, a restraining 
note should be added. When the author administered the ques¬ 
tionnaires at Northfield High School, he cautioned the 
students to check under "Home'’ only those activities spon¬ 
sored by, or taken part in by, members of the family, rather 
than activities taking place at or near the home. The 
author feels reasonably certain if this interpretation had 
not been mentioned, the results would have been similar to 
those of the Athol group. 
The author feels that the other divergences on Graph 9 
namely: school, church, Y. M, C. A., if available, and 
facilities near home, are part of a series of circumstances 
y 
with one probable answer. In Northfield, lacking a regular 
theatre, public swimming beach, public picnic areas, Y. M. 
C, A., and many of the other recreational advantages found 
in Athol, the children turn largely to the churches and 
the schools to fill their recreational needs. The relative 
absence of recreational facilities and activities in North- 
field would seem to be reflected in the comparatively large 
number who checked "would do if available", and the compare- 
«» 58 — 
» 
tlvely few who checked "facilities near home", 
From Graph 11, it can be noted that movies, ice skating, 
dancing, young peoples’ parties, and skiing are the most 
popular activities in both towns in the order of their parti¬ 
cipation, Volley ball and softball are popular at North- 
field High School, probably largely due to the fact that 
they are varsity sports. Glee club was also popular at 
I'orthfield High School, largely due to the fact that ex¬ 
cept for the informal girls’ basketball team, there was 
little extracurricular activity during the winter season at 
the time the questionnaires were answered. Baseball apparent¬ 
ly received greater stress in the Athol schools. Bowling, 
basketball, plays, and tennis were also popular with many 
girls from both towns. 
On Graph 12 are consolidated those write-in activities 
participated in by over ten per cent of the students of 
either town. The Northfield girls listed forty-two different 
activities and the Athol girls, eighty-five. All thirteen of 
y 
the activities mentioned by more than ten per cent of the 
grade 7-12 girls of one or both groups coincide with items 
a 
taken from the Suggested List of forty-five items . For the 
most part the responses of the two groups vary but little. 
Nature has endowed Athol with many large ponds scattered 
throughout the township and also in surrounding communities. 
(9) Appendix III, p. 
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which might explain why there was a greater proportional re¬ 
sponse to items such as boating, fishing, and swimming. The 
reasons for the variation in the response to such items as 
bicycling, coasting, and reading cannot be determined from 
any evidence found in this work. 
The most popular items mentioned in this write-in list 
in order of participation were swimming, bicycling, cooking, 
picnics, horseback riding, music and fishing* 
Grades 7-12. Athol vs. Horthfleld. Bovs — The informa¬ 
tion found on Graph 15 is a compilation of Lines 1-20 and 
Columns 1-13 of the student questionnaires for grad© 7-12 
boys of Northfield and Athol, respectively. From Graph 
15 it can be noted that in many instances there is a close 
parallel in the responses of the groups from the two towns, 
ore strikingly there is an almost identical pattern between 
Graph 9 for the girls of this grade level and Graph 15* It 
follows that the explanations for the differences between 
the responses of the Athol and Northfield boys of this grade 
group will closely parallel those already given for the girls 
of the same grade level. Graph 14 will show some of the 
points of divergence in greater detail. 
The relatively low standing of "home” on Graph 15 for 
Northfield is probably largely due to the fact that the 
author emphasized when he administered the questionnaires at 
Northfield High School that those items should be listed as 
"home" only if they were sponsored by the family, or taken 
6o - 
part in by members of the family* 
Northfield lacks a Y* C. A* and many of the facili¬ 
ties of Athol, which is reflected on Graph 15# Undoubtedly, 
the children rely more on the churches and schools to supply 
their recreational needs, which would explain their rela¬ 
tively high standing* Note also the relatively high stand¬ 
ing of Northfield on the item "if available" and correspond¬ 
ingly low status on the item "facilities near"* 
From Graph 13 it can be noted that in the order of 
their participation movies, baseball, skiing, ic© Skating, 
touch football, dancing, roller skating, and young peoples* 
parties are the most popular activities in both towns* 
Basketball, bowling, football, and softball are very pop¬ 
ular in Athol and to a lesser extent in Northfield* The 
explanation for this latter fact is a relatively simple 
matter* At the time of the questionnaire in Northfield, 
there was no basketball court, no bowling alleys, no foot¬ 
ball team, and no softball leagues - all of which existed 
in Athol* Touch football is probably more popular at North- 
field since there is no football; and touch football is a 
varsity sport for boys* The reasons for volleyball*s re¬ 
lative popularity in Athol is not readily explainable, un¬ 
less it is due to the activities of the Y. M* C. A. and 
other organizations* 
On Graph 16 are consolidated those write-in activities 
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participated in by over tan per cent of the students of either 
town who answered these questionnaires. The Northfield boys 
listed fifty-six different activities and the Athol boys, 
/ 
eighty-four. Of the fourteen activities listed by more than 
ten per cent of the students of either group all but two 
items (hiking and hunting) were items taken from the Sug- 
10 
gested hist of forty-five items * Although many of these 
fourteen items do vary somewhat, the variation is not enough 
to be considered noteworthy, except in the case of hiking 
which was not oven mentioned by th© fifty-five boys from 
Northfield High School. Th© simple explanation for this may 
be that hiking was not listed on the Suggested hist and none 
of the boys thought of it* 
The most popular items mentioned in this write-in list 
in order of participation were fishing, swimming, boating, 
and bicycling* 
(10) Appendix III, p* 
CHAPTER...? 
INTERVIEW FORMS 
I 
CHAPTER V 
INTERVIEW FORMS 
Purpose gad, ..Content of Interview Forms ~ The author 
felt that tho student questionnaires alone would be of little 
value, since they v/ere subject to so many possible errors, 
as previously mentioned, and since they were administered by 
so many people* In order to obtain information which would 
either tend to support or disprove the results of the 
student questionnaires, the author decided to interview the 
leaders of various organizations related to recreation of 
\ 
school-age children in each community. In this way, also, 
additional information could bo obtained which could not be 
found on the student questionnaires. Table TV, p. 64, and 
Table V, p. 6J, are lists of the persons interviewed and 
the organizations they represent in Northfiald and Athol, 
respectively, 
"'ithout doubt some groups in each town which do affect 
the recreation of the school-age children may have been o- 
mitted in these interviews. It Is felt that a sufficient 
number of the more important organizations are covered so as 
to give a good general picture of community-wide recreation 
for school-age children. 
f , 
Table VI, p, , Interview Questionnaire for Schools and 
Table VIT , p, , Interview Questionnaire for Churches are 
used here to illustrate the form and type of questions used 
on the interview sheets. On the actual questionnaire, space 
was left to write in the answers to the question. On 
1 miKJi 
Interview Questionnaires - Northl'leld 
Name of Organization l^:son^ 
American Youth Hostels William Kelson 
Boy Scouts of America (#9) Edgar Livingston 
Brownies (Girl Scouts) Irene Thompson 
Churches 
Advent Christian (Baptist)Gordon Buffum 
Free "etbodist Rev. Helen Bassett 
Saint Patrick’s (R.C.) 
Trinitarian Congre¬ 
gational 4. 
Unitarian Congregational 
Community Club, 
District #3 * v 
Community Club, #4 
Nfld# Farms 
4-H Club 
Girl Scouts of America 
(Nfld.) 
Girl Scouts of America 
(So. Vernon, Mass.) 
Grange 
rount Herraon and 
Seminary 
Northfield Fish and 
Game Club 
Salvation Army Camp 
Schools 
Northfield Center School 
Northfield High School 
Superintendent of Schools 
The Northfield Inn and 
Chateau 
Thomas Hurley 
Rev* J. W. Reeves 
?'rs. Carroll Hiller 
Mrs. Helen Stearns 
Albert Rice 
Winthrop Sanderson 
Mrs# Robert Abbott 
Mrs. Earl Lilly 
Mrs. Bernard Whitney 
Edgar Livingston 
Joseph Bilmon 
Ernest W# Brindley 
y 
George Leonard 
George Leohard 
Robert H. Taylor 
Walla Stearns 
Position 
Leader 
Troop Com¬ 
mittee-man 
Leader 
Beacon 
Pastor 
S.S. Teacher 
Pastor 
S.S. Supt# 
Secretary 
President 
Leader 
Leader 
Troop Commit¬ 
tee-woman 
Treasurer, 
Mt# Kermon 
Leader 
Recreation 
Leader 
Former Principal 
Principal 
Superintendent 
Desk Clerk 
Town of Northfield, General 
George Carr Selectman 
Martin Vorce Dept.Sheriff 
Harold Briesmaster Pioneer Valley 
Association 
Unto Hantunen Editor, North- 
field Press 
Lrs. Florence Phelps Librarian- 
Dickinson ■rs. Lawrence Hammond Librarian - 
District #4 
Mr# Frank Pearsall Survey Committee 
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TABLE V 
Interview Questionnaires - Athol 
’ame of Organization Person Interviewed Ea&iligfl 
Churches « 
Agudas Achim (Jewish) Dr. Damuel Glaser Leader 
Athol Congregational Rev. Leonard Fowler Pastor 
First Baptist Rev. Warren E.Stewart Pastor 
First Church Christ Howard Handy S.S. Supt. 
Scientist 
First Church Unitarian Rev. Truman L, Hayes Pastor 
Our Lady Immaculate (R.C.)Rev. Joseph P. Costello Pastor 
Saint Francis (R.C.) Rev. Plus Juraitis Pastor 
Saint Jojn, Episcopal Thomas Kendrick Leader 
Starrett Memorial 
Methodit 
Rev. Clarence F.Avey Pastor 
Demolay Burt W, Coburn Leader 
Grange George Hodgson, Jr. Master 
Park Department George Broulllet Supt. 
Rainbow Girls ts. Kellie Nemo Leader 
Schools (All) William A. Spooner Supt. 
Athol High Lyman Ward 
Ellen Bigelow Main Street 
Kapgood Riverbend . 
Highland Saunders Street 
Lake Park Silver Lake 
Town of Athol, General William Callahan Chief of 
police 
Harold Nye Ellinwood 
C. C. 
Dr. Harold Smith Rod and 
Gun Club 
A. William Plotkin Court 
Jud ge 
FM'.C.A. and Camp 
,Miyaka (Richmond, N.H.) Alexander P. Johnstone Director 
Rev. Oliver Massey Assistant 
"rs. John Musante Leader, 
C. F* G. 
/ 
TABLE VI 
An Abbreviated Sample Interview Questionnaire for Schools 
Kama of School Grades 
Location Lumber of Pupils 
Playground facilities and Gymnasium facilities. 
T *. f *> 
Ts the playground paved? Is the building crowded? 
Poes the building have a gymnasium? An auditorium? 
Are the gymnasium, toilet, and locker facilities adequate? 
Ts the auditorium adequate? 
Does the building have movie,...projection equipment? 
Ts there a scare room for rainy day activity or other special 
activities? 
Does the school have facilities for dramatics? 
Is the school or its playground used in after-school hours. 
or during summer? (If so. list here.) 
Is the average teacher load heavy, medium, or light? 
List the average participation of your school children ln_.the 
following: (State boys, girls, or bothj 
dramatics or plays 
movies 
work shop 
handicrafts 
hobbles 
debating 
ar£ 
student councils 
school newspaper 
band 
special classes for atvci- 
cal students. 
glee club 
library 
dances 
music 
parties 
nature club 
cluba 
orchestra 
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Playgroundf Athletic, and Physical Fducatlon Program 
List activities, toar.s. sex, participation (average), grade 
level, length of periods, number of games. 
Do vou have any plans for construction or curriculum changes 
building as regards recreatlOD? 
Are there areas of the community lacking In recreational 
facilities? 
Does the school sponsor any family recreation? Has parti- 
citation increased? 
hat percentage of your students come by bus? "hen dQ„, 
leave after school? 
Do you note an increase, decrease, or no change in .juvenile 
delinquency? 
Tables VI and VII this space has been omitted in order to 
fit the size of the thesis page. The author chose to use 
the School and Church Questionnaires as a sample, since 
these forms were common to both towns and the form most 
often used. However, the questionnaires were all made out 
in advance and the type of question asked varied according 
to the type of organization concerned* 
Whichever group was represented, the Interview Question¬ 
naires followed a general pattern of questions, such as those 
that follows 
"What recreational facilities does your group own or 
have access to?" 
"Row many members do you have? What is the age range? 
How often do you meet? Where do you meet? 
— 68 — 
What restrictions do you have for membership? 
Dues? Is your program seasonal?" 
"What social and recreational activities do you spon¬ 
sor? How often are they held? Average attendance by 
school-age people?" 
"What family activities does your group sponsor? 
Fow successful are they? Do you note a decrease or 
increase over previous years?" 
"Do you note an increase, decrease, or no change in 
juvenile delinquency in your group? In the community? 
"What is your group’s greatest recreational need?" 
"Does your group have any future plans related to re¬ 
creation?" 
"What do you feel is the town’s greatest recreational 
need?" 
"Are there areas of tne town that you 100! are locating 
in recreational facilities?" 
Procedure Followed — The first step taken in regards 
to the interviews was to determine what organizations should 
be covered by this survey* Next came the problem who in 
each organization could best answer the interview question¬ 
naires# 
Long before arrangements were made for interview ap¬ 
pointments, several copies of each type of interview ques¬ 
tionnaires to be used were typed\ on each of these, space 
was left to write in the answers* 
On arriving for the interview and before showing the 
questionnaires, the author explained what the problem was, 
what he hope could be accomplished by the survey, and how 
the information they contributed would be helpful# Almost 
«** ** 
TABT.E VII 
An Abbreviated Sanple —— Interview Questionnaire for Churches 
me of Church 
T oca lisa . 
■_aje of Pastor Person Interviewed 
Approximate number of children of school age in congregation 
Young Peoples Groups 
1. Pame Average Attendance Bovs or Glr.la 
Activities 
•low often does It meet? Is it seasonal? 
Are there restrictions as to age Open to Public? 
or religion? 
Other activities of families or young people, such., as T lei,leg, 
suppers and schools? 
v.'hat facilities do vou have for recreation? 
'"hat future plans do you have In regards to recreation? 
Vi hat do vou feel is your greatest recreational need or 
problem? 
Do vou note more or less family participation in_ch»rgh 
social activities than formerly? 
Do vou feel that the schools shouldadd to their extra- 
curricula recreational schedule? 
Do vou note more or fewer cases of delinquencyln_.our young 
people? 
What do vou feel is the town*a greatest recreabiQnal..ae9d? 
Area of town lacking facilities* 
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without exception the persons interviewed were most inter¬ 
ested and cooperative* Although almost all of these ques¬ 
tionnaires could be filled in a manner of fifteen minutes, 
there were few interviews which were completed in less than 
a half hour - the average running to an hour or more* The 
author could find little evidence that anyone was trying to 
withhold information* 
The person interviewed was given a copy of the inter¬ 
view questionnaires so that he might follow the line of ques¬ 
tioning* 
CHAPTER VI 
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING 
RECREATION IN ATHOL 
CHAPTER VI 
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING 
RECREATION IN ATHOL 
(A Summary) 
Introduction — These conclusions and statements are 
based on the results of student questionnaires, interviews 
and a search of the literature# 
Athol Schools Today — Table VIII gives in brief out¬ 
line the general recreational status of the ten public 
V 
schools In Athol, That these schools are scattered through¬ 
out the community can be seen by referlng to Map IT and III, 
pp. 18 & 19 and their accompanying key, 
A quick check of Table VIII will show that all nine 
elementary schools are lacking in auditoriums and gymnasiums, 
and that three of them also lack movie projection equipment. 
The High School lacks a playground on the premises, but has 
the use of the Athletic Field and Fish Park, The lack of a 
playground at the High School is partly compensated for by 
the fact that, unlike the elementary schools, the High School 
has an adequate gymnasium-auditorium with a large stage. 
All of these schools are fortunate in having a spare 
room or space which might have greater use for indoor acti¬ 
vities on rainy days. 
Table VIII also shows that the High School offers a 
greater variety of recreational activities than the Riverbend 
School, which in turn offers a greater variety of recreation¬ 
al activities than do the grade schools. This follows the 
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This follows the pattern in recreation - that, generally 
speaking, the older the pupils, the greater the demand for 
I 
a variety of recreational activities. 
Under a Supervisor of Instrumental Music there is a Sen¬ 
ior Band, Junior Band, Orchestra, and weakly lessons In in¬ 
strumental music - the latter for students in several of the 
1 
grade schools. In the elementary schools there are daily 
music periods and in the High School, four periods a week for 
glee club and graduation music. These are all under the su- 
2 pervision of a Supervisor of usic , In the year 1946-47, 
193 boys of grades 7-9 were engaged in projects under a 
Tupervisor of Industrial Arts, which required instruction on 
woodwork, metalwork, electricity, and drawing . Under Super- 
4 < 
visors of Physical Education for Boys and Girls the teachers 
in all schools receive weekly instructions and programs of 
exercises, which they in turn carry out with their pupils in 
daily one-half hour programs* This athletic program is in 
addition to the varsity sports for the boys in High School, 
V 
The material previously presented here and on Table VIII 
give us an insight as to present conditions, as regards re- 
(1) Athol Town Report., 19*7, P* 131 
(2) Ibid., p. 129 
(3) iMi., p. 135 
(4) Ibid., P. 137 
(5) Ibid., p. 139 
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creation, in the Athol schools. It does not acquaint us 
with the future needs of the school, or the larger problem 
of the part the public schools can and should play in com¬ 
munity-wide recreation. 
Athol Public Schools in Relation to Community Recrea¬ 
tion — The problem of community recreation, or recreation 
for the whole community, is in itself a complex question 
with many controversial issues involved. Rather than claim 
to make any pretense of solving the problem, I shall try to 
list here some of the ideas of a few of the more progressive 
and noted of our recreational and educational leaders con¬ 
cerning the school in community recreation. These excerpts 
in relation to public schools and community recreation gen¬ 
erally follow one or more of the following themes: (1) 
important problems to be considered, (2) the aims and ob¬ 
jectives to be strived for, (3) the results of surveys, and 
(4) what can be, or has been accomplished, in school-com¬ 
munity recreation. 
The most important point to be considered is that the 
rather general belief does exist among recreational and edu¬ 
cational leaders that the schools can and should play a key 
roll in community recreation. The use of public schools in 
community recreation would involve the use of school proper¬ 
ty by many groups in evenings, during vacations, and such 
other times as the schools are not in session. The addi¬ 
tional use of the schools would involve additional expense 
- 78 - 
which must be met through taxation or some other means. 
To properly insure that each group is given equal 
treatment and that the Interest of no group is overlooked, 
it is the author’s suggestion that the plan which is used 
in many communities (of having a Community Recreation Com¬ 
mittee or Council in charge of the whole program), be 
followed. Since the best results have been accomplished 
through the cooperation of many groups and agencies; and 
since provisions should be made for such divergent interests 
as pre-school recreation, adult recreation, and recreation 
for the aged, the author suggests that these varying inter¬ 
ests be reflected in the representation on the committee, 
Although the following is not an absolute list, the author 
should like to offer it as a suggested minimum representa¬ 
tion: one representative each of the Fire, Health, Police, 
« 
and Park Departments; T,T,A,, School Committee, School 
Faculty, Student Groups, Church Groups, Scouts, and Y.M.C.A. 
It is recommended that such a committee be formed and 
consulted well in advance of any proposed school building 
program; the purpose being that facilities for multiple use 
of school properties based on community needs can be built 
into the buildings, 
k number of years ago a state survey group recommended 
that the nine elementary schools be consolidated into two 
new elementary schools widely separated in location. There 
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are several factors which could combine to create a demand 
for a program of building. The present High School is rela¬ 
tively new and apparently adequate for present and future 
needs, so there is little likelihood of any immediate 
changes there. All of the elementary schools, however, 
lack gymnasiums, auditoriums, and playground equipment such 
as swings, slides, and see saws. Many of the elementary 
schools, also, lack movie projection equipment. The 
buildings are old. These factors combined with the in¬ 
creased birth rate and passage of Chapter 645 of the Acts 
of 1948 which give grants of from 2-55^ of construction 
costs for new building, might lead to new elementary school 
construction in Athol6 7. As of February 23, 1949, there has 
been no public clamour for such building. What effect the 
report of an outside survey group, which is currently inves¬ 
tigating the Athol school system, will have is unknown. 
In answering the question "Shall school facilities be 
made available for community use outside of school hours?", 
Dr. H. C, Hutchins makes the following statements^: "Ho 
school seeking to render a vital community service can. 
8fford not to open its doors and playfields for the use of 
(6) Pitkin, Fred E., "School Building Aid and School 
Aid for Support of Schools," Hass. Teachers, Fed. E 49 
(June 18, 1948) p. 3 
(7) Hutchins, Heriot C., "School Facilities for Re- 
creation/1 Recreation, XXXIV (March, 1941) pp* 705-708 
- 80 - 
all the people. 
"Public recreation has grown to its present stature 
among the services of government during the present century. 
Its acceptance as a public service is simply a response to 
needs arising from such social changes as the urbanization, 
mechanization, and centralization of our economy. 
’’The question itself is complicated by local tradition 
and personalities, by the extent of local financial re¬ 
sources, by the placement of administrative responsibility 
for the local recreation program, and by numerous subordi¬ 
nate problems anyone of which could be important enough to 
ruin the most carefully prepared plan of cooperation." In 
the same article Dr. Rutchins makes the brief statement, 
"Recreation is Education"®. 
Carrying along the idea of the use of public schools as 
community recreation centers, T. L. Head states, "The right 
to use school buildings does not arise so much from some in¬ 
herent legal right, as it arises from the recognition of the 
function of the school to avail itself of all its resources 
in developing the civic life of the community"8 9, fir. Head 
goes on to suggest that the building could be used for 
P. T, A. meetings, adult study groups, dances, style shows, 
(8) Hutchins, Harlot C., op. clt.f p. 706 
(9) Head, T. L., "Community Use of School Buildings" 
louth headers digest. (June-Sept., 1942) pp. 327-331 
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« 
Boy and Girl Scout meetings, alumni association meetings, 
university extension groups, veterans* organizations, poll- 
♦ 
tlcal organizations, church groups, and social and civic 
clubs1^. Mr. Head adds that the sum of the court rulings 
on such cases indicate that it is up to the school board to 
determine who is fit to use school property. The school 
board may delegate the authority, but the board alone is 
responsible**. 
As pertains to .Massachusetts, EJelte points out that 
the community can legally through its School Committee use 
school property for community recreation12, and that such 
community centers can be charged off to school funds*^. 
This same author makes some strong reasons for the 
feasibility of the use of schools for Community Recreation 
Centers14. The teacher, so he reasons, being closely allied 
with recreation and leadership could train certain of the 
pupils as leaders. Much of the physical plant and personnel 
needed in a properly run community center would be a dupli¬ 
cation of that necessary in a properly run public school. 
(10) Ibid., pp. 328-329 
(ID Ibid.. p. 329 
(12) HJelte, George, .The Administration of Public Re- 
creqtlofl, p. 37 
(13) IM4.# P. 78 
(14) Ibid.. pp. 82-84 
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In turn the greater use of the physical plan would be an 
advantage to the community and the taxpayer# 
In this same vein Slavson writes**^, "The values of re¬ 
creation in the school are manifold# It ties up the school 
in the child*s mind with pleasure, rather than with dis¬ 
pleasure and fear; it continues the school^ Influence be¬ 
yond assigned hours; it provides opportunity to observe the 
child in free relationships, as well as in controlled class¬ 
room; it serves to guide the pupils to vocational and avo- 
cational interests; it has psychological guidance value; it 
helps tie up the school with the community; its program of 
stimulating leisure through sports, games, the arts, lec¬ 
tures, discussions, music, drama, and the dance draws in 
members of the surrounding community other than the pupils," 
Slavson also points out an interesting idea that in 
some community recreation centers only family memberships 
16 
are permissible # If the whole family is not willing to 
take part, none of the family may Join, 
Morgan goes into the factors in our way of life that 
have led to the necessity for a community center and goes 
on to give us an ideal to work for, which might very well be 
a school building, 
"Because the American community has been disrupted by 
U5) S* R*» Recreation and the Total Person- 
aiity, pp# lyo-1/9 
(16) Slavson, S. R., op, ci&., pp. 169-170 
the self-centered organizations of churches, clubs, lodges, 
etc*, as well as by the flux of modern life, the feeling of 
community is weak* As that feeling is strengthened and 
encouraged, it will be greatly helped by the development of 
a community home and meeting place* An ideal to work for 
is a community center with an auditorium, rooms for smaller 
meetings, a nursery, game rooms, a place to serve meals, 
17 
and outside playgrounds*’1 
Farris sounds a warning to recreation committees, 
"Where money is to be appropriated for recreation programs 
and facilities the recreation personnel who have had the 
training and know the needs should b© allowed to ask for 
what they need without having estimates slashed because 
the taxpayers say fit is too much*1”1® 
Howard Braucher warns of another danger and the solu- 
19 
tion to It . In speaking on the habits many coraraitte3 have 
of slashing recreational funds during hard times and labelling 
music, arts, drama, and similar forms as fads and frills he 
states, "All our great national organizations which have 
branches in our localities may well face giving backing to 
our school leaders in spending part of their funds on a more 
(17) 
(18) 
Delinquency 
(19) 
-tionf XL I, 
"organ. Arthur K.. The Small Community, p. 244 
Parris, Wendall F,, "Recreation Versus Juvenile 
", Recreation. XL, (September, 1946) p. 313 
Braucher, Howard, "On Planning Together". Pecrea 
(September, 1946) pp. 401-402. -* 
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adequate use of school properties for community recreation#" 
In referring to the duties of the recreation board 
PO Butler quotes another^ , and also makes a statement of his 
Pi 
own * "Howard Braucher once said, ’The first responsi¬ 
bility of recreation board, school board, church, with ref¬ 
erence to play and recreation is to create a play spirit 
that carries back to the home to make and keep family life 
vital.tn Then speaking for himself - "The functions of a 
council are primarily to educate the public to the value 
and need for adequate recreation, arouse interest in speci¬ 
fic projects, and serve as a nucleus of organized favorable 
opinion in time of crisis." 
Several authorities suggest the practicality of having 
cooperation betv/een the various departments of the community 
and the home in carrying out the community recreation pro- 
22 pq 
gram. Hutchins’ , and Everly and McFadzean 3 particularly 
stress the effectiveness of interdepartmental cooperation be¬ 
tween park and school departments. The latter two authors 
witnessed its success in Glencoe, Illinois, over a period of 
(20) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community Re 
creation, p. 378 
(21) Ibid., p. 136 
(22) Hutchins, Heriot C., "Trends in Public Recreation" 
Recreation. XXXIII, (January, 1940) p. 590 » 
(23) Everly, Robert E. and John HcFadzean, "Park 
schools". Recreation, XXXIV, (March, 1941) pp. 737-8, 751-2. 
seven years* 
The items already mentioned do not represent all of 
those matters that need the attention of the schools and re¬ 
creational councils* Groups desiring further information 
along these lines would do well to consult the National Re¬ 
creation Association and some of the. many communities who 
/ 
have formed active recreational councils* 
There are two films available through the Extension 
Service of the University of Massachusetts that would be 
excellent for promoting public interest in recreation and 
the establishment of recreation councils* These two films 
are entitled nOne Thousand Dollars for Recreation*1 and 
’’Playtown, 0* B* &*” 
Hocreatlon.and the Public Schools — In the previous 
section of this chapter was discussed the public schools 
and their relationship to communlty-wido recreation* In 
this section in a similar manner the author hopes to present 
what some of our recreational and educational leaders feel 
L. 
is the significance of recreation in our school systems and 
what should be some of it3 aims and objectives. 
In his book. Education Through Recreation. Jacks gives 
several views of the relationship between education and re¬ 
creation - some of which are as followsJ 
Education and recreation to be worthwhile must bo com¬ 
bined, 
(24) Jacks, Lawrence P., Edus.9t.lPn Through Recreation, p.2 
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Mental and physical culture in our schools should be 
coordinated,'’? 
The greatest service education can render to a human 
being, child or adult, is to lead him to the discovery 
of his powers, 
A basic need of nan is for rhythmical human companion¬ 
ship such as attained in concert, chorus, orchestra 
and dance, ' 
Too few people know how to spend their leisure tine, or 
are being taught how.26 
In this last statement Jacks touches on what many con- 
sider is one of the greatest failings of our public school 
system, both past and present, namely: the lack of carry¬ 
over values of school recreation activities into later life. 
The subject of carry-over values is one of the greatest con¬ 
cerns of our education, recreational, and physical education 
leaders today. I shall quote a few remarks on the subject 
made by some of these people. Gloss states some interesting 
findings.^ Several researchers found that there is marked 
y 
loss of interest in team games between Junior high and 
senior high school age. In high school the sports of indi¬ 
vidual and dual types, such as swimming, archery, golf. 
(25) Ibid., pp. 20-22 
(26) Ibid., p» 55 
(27) Ibid., p. 58 
(28) Ibid*, p. 12 
(29) Gloss, G. Recreational Research. Doctrate 
Thesis, L, S. U., pp. 25-26 
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tennis, bowling, horseback riding, and hiking wore desired 
with greater frequency by the students, and in addition had 
much more potential carry-over values. 
Partridge carries on these ideas - "Over a period of 
several years the author has experimented with a plan to 
train high school students for the intelligent use of leisure. 
One thing these experiments have shown is that students can 
be introduced to activities entirely new to them and as a 
result develop a definite interest in them. Even activi¬ 
ties he ’thinks’ he will not enjoy attract the student when 
*50 
he has an opportunity to learn about them."'’ "Unless there 
\\ 
is carry-over value it is not real functional education." 
"There is a definite trend in America toward functional ed¬ 
ucation. It is up to those who see the possibilities of 
enriched leisure tc see to it that this functional education 
has ample opportunity for wholesome leisure-time activities 
with real carry-over values."3^ 
* 33 Similar opinions are expressed by Parris . "If the 
recreation program must of necessity fail to include certain 
activities because of limited space, lack of money, lack of 
personnel, the teaching program should be adjusted to teach 
(30) Partridge, E, De Alton, "Should the Schools Train 
for leisure". Recreation, XXXIV, (January, 1941) p. 591 
(31) Ibid., p. 267 
(32) Ibid.« p. 627 
(33) Parris, op,, cif., p. 313 
first for use in the community. If a school has a small 
yard, little money, and few workers, it would he sensible 
not to teach too much football or baseball, but to substi- 
ture handball, volleyball, roller skating, shuffleboard, 
deck ternis, rope jumping, badminton, and table tennis. 
Forget games such as softball, football, soccer which need 
more space and equipment. How many times have you seen a 
class in soccer, or football, or speedball that will reach 
an interest through knowledge but will not, after school, 
be able to put that 'enowledge Into practice because there 
is nobody available for a game or because of lack of space? 
T,et us start planning our programs for young people rather 
than for supervisors, principals, and taxpayers whom we 
have too often been trying to impress," 
Sullinger suras this up nicely with this statements "So 
doubt a well-organized leisure-time program would be one of 
our most important assets in our public school system,"-^4 
Tn our public school systems most of our recreation is 
found in what is classed as "extra-curricular activities." 
'"a should try to find aims and objectives for these activi¬ 
ties if they are to have meaning. In the following excerpt 
Bausle does this for the secondary school level; however. 
(34) Sullinger, Thomas F.., "Extracurricular Leisure 
Time Activities", Recreation. XXXII, (December, 1938) p.510 
(35) Eausle, Eugenia C., "Objectives of a Program of 
Extracurricular Activities in High School", School and 
Society. XLIX, (April, 1939) P. 510 
* k 
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these statements would apply as much to the primary grades, 
"We have introduced extra-curricular activities into the 
secondary school, but are the teachers aware of the aims and 
objectives and do they make their pupils conscious of the 
aims? 
"The author sets forth character training for a decent 
living in a democracy as the broad purpose of extra-curric¬ 
ular activities, with special emphasis on two of the seven 
cardinal principles; namely, worthy use of leisure and 
training for citizenship as two specific objectives. 
"T.et us see how we can organize a program with these 
objectives in mind. All extra-curricular activities can be 
put into four main divisions: (1) Athletics - interscholas¬ 
tic and intramural; (2) clubs - subject, hobby, welfare, 
honorary; (3) semi-curricular - those for which a school 
may grant subject credit; (4) citizenship - service," 
Many of the writers stress the Importance of music and 
rhythms in the schools, Ray 0, Duncan^ says, "Rhythms 
have grown in popularity more than any other activity of 
the physical education program in the schools of Illinois, 
Most of our people feel that at least fifty per cent of the 
time allotted to directed physical activity in the inter- 
iate grades should be devoted to some form of rhythmic 
(36) Duncan, Ray 0,, "Children in Illinois Like to 
DanceJ", Recreation. XI,I, (July, 1947) p. 189 
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activity. In the high schools, rhythms are recognized as a 
must in the girls' program and more and more schools are re- 
f 
aliasing the contribution they can make to the boys who parti 
cipate* 
The interest in square dancing is keen*” 
Fere, too, a warning is in order* Gloss*-''7 states a 
conclusion reached in L* " arsh1s work, ”4 Survey of the 
Social Dance in America”^® that the most discouraging con¬ 
dition in social dancing in America is the inadequacy of 
the educational group to handle it* Teachers can*t teach 
it, and the child is forced to go to questionable places to 
learn how. This situation is met in Illinois through their 
39 program of in-service training for teachers* 
40 It is the opinion of Jensen that much more can be 
done to correlate music with other subjects through the co¬ 
operation of the subject teachers and the music supervisor* 
Brown41 has two further suggestions for schools (X) 
The schools should appeal as much to the emotions as to 
the Intellect. Make a game, such as spelling bees, out of 
(37) Gloss, G. M., op. clt.. p. 28 
(38) Journal of Health and Physical...Mufifttisn, 
(November, 1935) P* 62 
(39) Duncan, Ray 0., op. clt.. p. 189 
(40) Jenson, Any E., "Music and Recreation", Recreation, 
XLI, (July, 1947) pp. 202-204 
(41) Brown, Virgil K., "The School Curriculum and Life 
Needs", Recreation. xxxiv, (Sept. 1940) pp. 343-345, 397 
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learning. (2) Allow the students the chance to originally 
think through their own problems. 
The reason why some activities are more popular than 
others, as shown on Graphs 1-16, pages 33-48, is probably 
42 
most easily explained by a statement by Parris • "Young 
people have a definite tendency to play those games and 
participate in those activities with which they are most 
familiar. To prove this ask any boy on any playground if 
he likes swimming, football, badminton, tennis, softball, 
and invariably his likes and dislikes will be contingent 
on his degree of skill and knowledge of the various activi¬ 
ties. Ask a girl if she likes to sing, dance, crochet, 
weave baskets, play tennis, play hopscotch, and you will 
find she likes those activities in which she has attained 
the greater degree of skill or with which she is most famil¬ 
iar," 
Evaluation of the Athol Schools in Regards to Recrea- 
tion — After examining the results of the student question¬ 
naires, the interview questionnaires, and surveying some of 
the literature on recreation and related topics, it is the 
author's belief that the public schools of Athol are doing 
a fine job in providing a variety of recreational activities 
for their pupils with the equipment and personnel at their 
(42) Parris, “’endall A., op. clt.f p, 313 
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disposal. Through the interview questionnaire it becomes 
evident that the schools are working in close cooperation 
with the churches, the Y, !*. C« A,, and other community 
* 
groups, » 
That there is (continued need for this cooperation be¬ 
tween the school and other groups is illustrated by the 
fact that there are still some objections to the present 
status. For example, there is feeling among some people, 
especially church leaders, that the schools and Y. M, C, A. 
are presently competing with the churches for the time of 
their young people. Many others feel that the schools have 
reached their saturation point in providing recreation for 
the young people. Very few people stated that the schools 
should add activities or facilities to their present re¬ 
creational schedules. 
There is considerable disagreement as to what should be 
done in regards to school playgrounds. In every case the 
school playgrounds lack playground equipment such as swings, 
slides, and see saws, and on none of the school playgrounds 
is there a program of supervised recreation during after 
school hours or summer vacations. Out of this state one 
ironic situation already threatens to arise. Some of the 
school leaders would like to have the few remaining supports 
for swings removed from those unsupervised playgrounds be¬ 
cause they represent a safety hazard especially for youngsters 
who like to climb. At the same time on the the P. T. A.'s 
~ 93 - 
is contemplating raising funds to provide playground equip¬ 
ment for one of the schools• 
It is the author*s belief that such problems as these 
can best be answered to the benefit of the town by a commun¬ 
ity recreation council such as has previously been suggested* 
Athol Churches Today — Table IX, pages 94-96* gives a 
brief summary of the recreational activities and facilities 
of nine of Athol1* churches as related to school-age chil¬ 
dren* These churches may be located by referring to Map* 
II and III, pages 18 and 19 and their accompanying key* 
The facilities most generally lacking in these 
churches were space for recreation, such as auditoriums, 
) 
and social rooms, and movie projection equipment. lany 
churches, also, suffered from a shortage of trained leaders 
to aid in their recreational programs. The solutions for 
these problems in some of these churches will take a long 
time, since their congregations are small and the church in¬ 
come, very limited, 
■ost of the church leaders have noted an increased part¬ 
icipation by family groups in church activities in recent 
years (one church did note a slight decline in family parti¬ 
cipation). However, on the whole, the churches offered only 
a few opportunities for family social activities in a year. 
These usually take the form of church suppers and picnics. 
Notably lacking for most churches was any form of re— 
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creation activity in the summer tine except the weekly re¬ 
ligious services* 
Most of the church leaders readily acknowledged that 
there were few recreational opportunities available through 
the church and that there was need for correcting this con¬ 
dition* A few leaders, however, held to the viewpoint that 
there already was sufficient or too much recreation avail¬ 
able to the young people in the town; therefore. It was 
not feasible at the present time for their churches to in¬ 
crease their recreational programs* It might be added here 
that in the local branch of the First Church Christ Scien¬ 
tist, recreation other than religious education and use of 
the church reading room is contrary to church policy* 
In some of these churches small groups of young people 
are taken to church conferences and religious training in- 
*• 
stitu.tes, such as those held at the Northfleld Summer Con¬ 
ferences and at Laurel Park, Northampton. 
Future Recreational Plana for Athol Churches — Temple 
Agudas Achim plans to build a new temple within the next 
two years. The plans would incorporate an auditorium, 
social rooms, and a kitchen* One of the congregation’s 
most urgent needs will bo answered at the same time - the 
hiring of a rabbi. 
At some time after the present high cost of materials 
decreases, the Athol Congregational Church plans to build 
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a combined social center and parish house near the church 
to accomodate a fast-growing congregation. 
The First Baptist Church is presently remodeling the 
church and plans call for a separate game and social room. 
Also, the minister is trying to find among his congregation 
leaders for carrying out a program of hobbies and handi¬ 
crafts. First Church Christ Scientist plans to build a 
Sunday School building at soma future date. Plans for 
building a parochial school at Our Lady Immaculate church 
at the present time are Indefinite, The building of social 
rooms at Saint John's Episcopal Church is a project of the 
distant future. The setting up of a recreation committee 
is under way at the Starrett ’’©mortal Church. 
The Church and Recreation — According to Plavson4^, 
"Youth movements and expansion of leisure-time programs is 
a major concern of the more progressive churches. Groups 
for young people, lectures, forums, dances, bazaars, dinners, 
picnics, outings, and theatricals are some of the typical 
activities that have been added. 
These church activities have many elements of adult 
recreation, such as democratic control, group action, in¬ 
terchange of ideas, participation, and ego satisfaction." 
(43) Slavson, S. R,, Recreation and the Total Person¬ 
ality. p. 166 
** ^9 
aA Hjelte states his opinion as to the relationship of 
religion and recreation, "Since the attitude of the church 
generally has been liberalized, it has provided through its 
many activities opportunities for recreational expression# 
To some extent the church services themselves may be re¬ 
garded as recreational inasmuch as they provide emotional 
outlet and opportunity to give expression to cultural im¬ 
pulses#" 
The following quotations of (rates4** are interesting 
in themselves but further noteworthy is the fact that al¬ 
though these words were written over twentyyears ago, many 
churches today have failed to heed their message# 
"There is no more Important influence or favorable 
approach to the inner life of childhood and youth than is 
found in recreation©! interests and activities. Play, 
games, athletic sports, are not merely adjuncts to © re¬ 
ligious education program, baits to interest, or preventa¬ 
tive s of less desirable occupations* They are the open 
door to the real boy, the real girl, and they furnish the 
best of opportunities for direct as well as Indirect moral 
and religious training* 
"The church that fails to take account of, and use to 
the best advantage, these means of reaching the children 
(44) Hjelte, George, She.Administration of Public 
Hegreption, p, 10 
(45) Gates, Herbert W., Recreation and the Church. 
P. 185 
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46 
and youth misses an important part of its opportunity.” 
r 
”Tn play the child expresses his real personality and 
his strongest interests - Religious education must reach 
the will, the real personality, and must seek to lead that 
personality to express itself in ways that will develop 
the right kind of character *”^ 
”Play is the serious business of child life. - Its 
requirements, its rules, its rewards, have for him all the 
48 
authority that work will later.” 
!,Play has direct educational value, moral and reli¬ 
gious, as well as physical and mental. - No one who has 
ever played tennis or football or baseball can fail to 
understand the demand which such sports make for quick and 
sure judgment, the nice balance between alertness and self- 
restraint, the fine adjustment of muscular response to 
sense-perception, and many other qualities requiring dis¬ 
cipline of the mental powers. And th© game which demands 
49 
these qualities also helps to develop them.” 
”The responsibility for providing adequate and proper 
play facilities for the children and youth of any community 
(46) Ibid., P* 
(47) Gates, Herbert W,, &p_,. pit. r Dp. 10-11 
(48) M., pp. 11-12 
(49) Ibid., p. 14 
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is a moral duty that cannot be lightly evaded, and the 
50 
church must take at least an intelligent interest therein. 
In this same vein Harbin"^ adds these thoughts — 1 Young 
people will seek to satisfy the social instinct. It is God 
implanted." Nothing lives to itself. The insects move in 
swarms, the birds of the air in flocks, and the beasts of 
the field fraternize." If the Church and the community do 
not provide their social life in other wholesome modes of 
expression this God-implanted instinct, young people will 
seek outside the Church for places, many of them undesir¬ 
able, or positively dangerous. 
"It Is the business of the responsible organizations 
to provide for and direct the social life of its young 
people. The Church begins to lose its grip on its young 
people when it fails to appeal to the full—rounded life. 
Religion is for whe whole life. Christ is interested In my 
play as well as my work," 
In line with the statements of Harbin and Gates, it 
has been the author's observation that the most successful 
congregations are those in which the leaders take an active 
interest in the recreational needs of their parishoners and 
make it an integral part of the church's social program. 
(50) Ibid., p. 20 
(51) Harbin, E, 0., Phunology, p. vii 
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It has been my good fortune to be acquainted for the past 
three years with a church leader in each of these communi¬ 
ties who has taken it upon himself to provide the recrea¬ 
tional as well as the spiritual leadership of their flock. 
) 
In consequence* the congregations of the Athol Congrega¬ 
tional Church under the guidance of Rev. Leonard W* Fowler* 
and of the Trinitarian Congregational Church under Rev. 
Joseph ft* Reeves have continually increased in numbers* 
The part that churches can play in recreation is 
readily suggested In a few simple statistics taken from 
Neumeyer^2* There are nine churches for every ten public 
schools In the United States and fifty-five per cent of the 
population over thirteen years of age is listed as members 
in some church* 
That the Athol churches do play a major part in providing 
recreation for the young people of the community is borne 
out by the student questionnaires and the interviews. That 
many of these churches could and should provide more recrea¬ 
tion for their young people is brought out by the interviews 
and the search of the literature* 
Some of the greatest problems of these churches are 
lack of adequate facilities for recreation* lack of funds* 
(J2) Keumeyer* Martin H* and Esther S,* Leisure and 
Recreation, p. 327 
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and lack of recreational leadership* 
Two phases of recreation that were often neglected in 
many of the churches were family recreation and summer re¬ 
creational programs* The author also feels that many 
churches miss educational and recreational opportunities 
by not having access to, or making use of, movie projection 
equipment* 
Speaking on church recreation the Feuaeyers state^ 
Equipment and types of recreation are less important than 
trained leaders*tf 
At MI, T * F, C* A* and... Recreation — The fact that the 
Y* IU C* A* is the recreational center of Athol is borne 
out by the answers of many of the people interviewed, by 
the results of the student questionnaires, and by reference 
to Table X, pp. 104-107 which is merely a summary of the 
customary Y, M* C* A* activities open to young people* 
The people interviewed were almost universally high 
in their praise of the Y. M. C* A* and Camp Wiyaka (see 
Table XI, p* 1 and also p* 11 ) under the able leadership 
of Alexander P* (,f Johnny H) Johnstone* Many felt, and this 
view is shared by police, court, and school officials with 
whom Mr* Johnstone cooperates, that much of the credit for 
ine low juvenile delinquency rate in the community is due to 
the fine work of the Y* II* C* A* 
(53) Ibid., p* 327 
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Any group carrying out as many functions as does the 
Y. M. C. A. will become subject to certain criticism* Two 
church leaders felt that the Y. Y, C# A. was doing such a 
good job in providing recreational activities for young 
people that It was drawing some of their parishoners away 
from church social and religious activities. Another cri¬ 
ticism was that under Y. C* A* sponsorship, the Boy 
fcouts become merely another Y* Club, largely athletic in 
nature. A final criticism was that the Y. produced too 
few facilities and activities for the non-athletically in¬ 
clined and the athletic dubs. 
The Y. Y. C. A. plans to answer this last challenge 
and at the same time meet additional demands, through the 
purchase of ar adjoining property and renovations to the 
present building. Present plans call for additional gym¬ 
nasium space and more social game rooms. 
One person made a suggestion that would be helpful to 
the Y. M. C. A. and to the young people as well, if some 
public-minded citizen or group would provide the funds - 
the installation of a television set in the Y. C. A. to 
counteract the attraction of the young people to beer par¬ 
lors where there are television sets. 
The popularity of the Y. M. C. A. is due in part to 
the fact that membership is voluntary and is open to all 
regardless of race, color, or religion. Non-members are 
not barred from use of any of the facilities or activities. 
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Membership fee is five dollars per year# The Y# M# C# A. 
is supported entirely by public donations - the major pro¬ 
portion of which is received from Atholfs industries# 
There is no limitation to the number of activities in 
which one may take part# Mr# Johnstone estimates that 95/^ 
of the members ar© very active and that the remaining 5$ 
only take part in activities occasionally# It is estimated 
that $0% of th© members live at a distance greater than one 
mile from the Y. M# C# A* This may b© accounted for in part 
from the fact that the Y# M# C« A# is located in the indus¬ 
trial and geographic center of th© town, and that it is 
one of the bus stops on th© Athol-Orange Branch of the 
Gardner-Templeton Street Railway# This bus line runs 
through the heart of the town from the Fair Grounds to the 
center of Orange along Mass# Route2# 
Camp Wiyaka — Ho summary of the services rendered by 
the Athol W# M# c# A# would be complete without some men¬ 
tion of Camp Wiyaka• This camp located on the shores of 
Sandy Fond in Richmond, Hew Hampshire, is under the joint 
jurisdiction of the Y# M* C* A#fs in Athol, Greenfield, and 
Turners Falls, Massachusetts# The camp is fourteen miles 
from th© Athol Y# M* C, A# in a northerly direction# 
The facilities and activities of Camp Wiyaka may best 
be summarized by referring to Table XI, p# 110# 
Rainbow Girls, and De.— Both of these groups are 
for young people associated with the Masons and Eastern Star# 
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Meetings are held In the 'asonic Hall on Main Street* In 
both instances the age range is 13—20 and the annual dues 
are two dollars. The activities of these groups are largely 
based on ritual. Neither group sponsors summertime activity. 
There are thirty-seven boys in the De 'olay. The aver¬ 
age attendance at the monthly meetings is twenty-three. The 
organization has a basketball team that competes with other 
nearby De Molays. They also sponsor a Spring Dance with the 
local chapter of the Rainbow Girls. 
The average attendance at Rainbow meetings is thirty- 
five, of a total membership of seventy-two. In addition 
to the Spring Dance, Rainbow Girls have a Christmas party 
for their members. 
The only family activity sponsored by the Rainbow 
Girls and the De Molay is in conjunction with the installa¬ 
tion of officers. 
The most significant contribution of these two groups 
to the young people lies in the field of character develop¬ 
ment. 
Athol Grange #17? — The Athol Grange has a membership 
list of two hundred, of whom fifty are active. At the pre¬ 
sent time there is no young people’s group. All activities 
and meetings are held as a group. Membership is open to 
all above fourteen years of age. There are twelve members 
of high school age. 
Although the grange is a family group, the absence of 
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more young people Is probably most duo to tho number of 
Y. ”. C, A. and school activities which fall on Friday, or 
meeting night. 
Tho local grango is dedicated to a program of temper¬ 
ance, character development, moral uplift, and assistance 
to farmers. The latter classification deals mainly in the 
promotion of legislation favorable to tho farraer. 
The grange owns its own hall on upper Main Street, 
This building has a kitchen, sraall dance floor - auditorium, 
stage, and Juke-box. The members occasionally rent the hall 
to other organizations and cater at the functions of these 
groups. 
The grange meetings consist largely in neighborhood 
nights, games, dances, and speakers. Periodically the grange 
sponsors such activities as Booster Nights and Orange Fairs. 
As pertains to young people, the greatest need of the 
grange is a program that will attract and hold tho young 
people. 
Athol Park.Department — Much of the responsibility 
for providing public recreation in Athol falls upon the 
Park Department. Athol is fortunate in having four large 
play areas relatively close to its densest areas of popula¬ 
tion. Of the four areas — Lake Ellis, Fish Park, Athletic 
Field, and Silver Lake — only the latter named is further 
than a quarter mile from a bus stop of the Athol-Orange 
Branch of the Gardner-Templeton Street Railway. These areas 
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are under the supervision of the supervision of the rark 
Department. It can easily be noted on Table XII, p. 114 
that a great variety of facilities and activities are 
available. The Department is continually improving and 
enlarging on many of its present facilities. 
The Department has planted 1500 red pine seedlings at 
the Athletic Field to replace the fine pine grove that fell 
victim of the hurricane of 1933, Since the time of the 
interview, the Department has completed the then-proposed 
project of lengthening the beach at Silver Lake. Another 
of their future plans is the oiling of the roads into Lake 
Ellis and around Silver Lake. 
'lost of the facilities of the Department are free to 
the public. Organizations which operate for a profit are 
charged for the use of the Athletic Field on a basis of 
attendance. As the Department operates on an annual budget 
all revenues are placed in an "excess and deficiencies 
fund." 
In the opinion of Commissioner George Brouillet there 
has been a definite increase in the use of department 
facilities by family groups in recent years. This is es¬ 
pecially true in regards to picnics. 
It is the author's belief that the Town of Athol, 
through Commissioner Brouillet and his men, are doing an 
excellent piece of work in providing free recreation facili 
ties for the townspeople. 
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IbQ-Hone and Recreation — What is said on the subject 
of Home and Recreation here will apply equally for North-* 
. 
field and Athol* The results of th© student questionnaires 
would seem to indicate that! on the whole, the home con¬ 
tributed greatly to the recreation of its members* However, 
these figures are misleading since on the chapter that 
analyzed the results of the questionnaires we see evidence 
that th© student confused "Home" with "Facilities Near 
Home" or with activities done near or at home* 
There is no positive or conclusive evidence either 
from the questionnaires or interviews that families, as a 
whole, either are, or are not, doing their part in pro¬ 
viding recreation for their children. In the questionnaires 
and in the interviews can be noted many instances clearly 
indicating that tr.e family expects outside agencies to pro¬ 
vide all or nearly all the recreation for their children. 
To illustrate that this last mentioned trend does exist 
*-md to indicate some of its dangers, th© author should 
like to quote from the literature some of the relationships 
between the home and recreation. 
"Today indoor home recreation claims the greatest 
amount of leisure time with reading, the radio, and cards 
taking the largest share. 
1 Parents would do well to take an active part in their 
Th.siaft 19w;,pT2lFaMwl 
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children’s play and recreation; they out to go with them 
riding, on hikes, picnics, fishing and boating, and to 
museums and movies. The children’s friends should also be 
included in these trips and visits 
In an article entitled "Finding Time for Family Acti¬ 
vities", Mrs. fchsus sums it up in a brief statement, "It 
is not a matter of finding time, but of taking time and re- 
cognizing the value of taking it," Mrs, Schaus also lists 
five hints to parents, two of which the author feels are 
> 
worth quoting her©, "Find the children’s interests and in¬ 
corporate them with daily duties and daily living together,— 
Ve need to be constantly aware that it is desirable for 
children to be permitted to do independent thinking, to do 
their own research, to solve their own problems," 
Hjelt© makes a statement that would probably be en¬ 
dorsed by most church, police, social, recreational, and 
educations! leaders," The partial failure of the home to 
realize its essential importance and to perform its primary 
function with respect to the leisure of its members has 
placed a burden upon other agencies which have sought to 
rr""' 
fill the need thus created. The responsibility, however. 
(55) Slavson, Recreation and the Total Personality, 
p. 169 
(56) Schaus, Hazel S., "Finding Time for Family Acti¬ 
vities", Recreation. XXXI, (August, 1937) p. 301 
(57) Ibid., p. 302 
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58 
cannot be wholly shifted from the home to the community." 
In reference to the old-time family as a producing 
self-sufficient, inter-dependent unit. Carpenter makes the 
following statement. "The loss of close family relation¬ 
ships that came from sharing the burdens and pleasure of 
this kind of an existence has robbed the home of its com¬ 
pleteness and has taken away the satisfaction that came 
with the adventure, creative work, and tl ought inherent in 
sustaining life in a non-industrial society..Home re¬ 
creation does not require expensive or elaborate equipment 
or large spacius rooms. It is not a matter of resources, 
but rather a desire on the part of the parents to live 
with their children. The important factor is an atmosphere 
of happiness, affection, and understanding between parents 
and children and perhaps, even more important, an awareness 
on the part of the parents that their children live in a 
59 
child’s world where play is serious business.11 
"Children are natural doers. They seldom gain pleasure 
or knowledge from watching others work or play.— It is in 
the hopes of those interested in the recreation movement 
that the home life may be able to help other agencies 
nourish and perpetuate this habit of doing, so that the 
future use of leisure time will be more constructive, more 
(58) Bjelte, George, The..Administration of Public Re- 
creation, pp. 9-10 
(59) Carpenter, Daniel, "Home Recreation", Recreation. 
XXXII, (November, 1938) pp. 4?9-60. --* 
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creative, and more satisfying to our children than it has 
been to us#H°^ 
Edgren stresses the function of "fun" in the family# 
"When fun comes to the family, understanding, sympathy, 
tolerance, and general cooperativeness may become a vj.tax 
part of family life# The spirit of play is conducive to 
these values which are the result of sharing and participa- 
£>1 
tion inactivities#" 
62 
In an interesting article in life magazine , a brief 
summary and description is made of what Professor Carle C. 
Zimmerman of Harvard classes as the three main family types 
in America today: (1) The "Trustee" type - which places a 
premium on children and family economy. Common interests 
and economic interdependence holds them together. (2) The 
"Domestic" type - which is cohesive by choice, rather than 
through economic necessity. It must be held together through 
the conscious efforts of its members. (3) The "Atomistic" 
type - in which the family members have their own special 
interests. The family's function of household work, amuse¬ 
ment, and socialization is taken over by outside agencies 
who are paid for these services. 
(60) Ibid., p. 482 
(61) Edgren, Harry D., "Fun Comes to the Family", 
Recreation. XXXIV, (October, 1940) p. 433 
(62) Anon., "The American Family in Trouble", Life. 
XXV, (July 26, 1948) pp. 83-96, 99 
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This same article goes on to relate that most of us are 
living in a mental land of make-believe called "The Great 
American Daydream1*, which is aided and abetted by such things 
as movies, advertising, magazines, funny books, and quiz 
shows. All this is tending to dissolve the family as a so¬ 
cial unit. It is my contention that one of the greatest re¬ 
sponsibilities of our social institutions,, such as the 
churches, schools, scouts, Y. M* C. A.*s and F. I. A.fs is 
to bring the people around to face reality; and to find en¬ 
joyment in a world that is as fully fascinating in fact as 
it is in fiction. 
Up to this point we have concerned outselves mainly 
with the problems, trials, and duties of the home in recrea¬ 
tion; but what of the duties of the other organizations in 
recreation as related to the home. This is most easily 
summed up in a statement which Butler^ quotes from Braucher. 
flThe first responsibility of the recreation board, school 
board, church, with reference to play and recreation is to 
create a play spirit that carries back to the home to make 
and keep family life vital.!t 
Community-Wide Becreation in Athol as Applied to School 
Age Children -- We have mentioned many of the public and 
semi-public agencies that are providing recreation for our 
school-age children. In Chapter III, on pages 14 and 15 
(63) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community Re 
creation, p. 378 
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was given a brief summary of the recreational facilities 
available in the community. Again, Graphs 1-16, and Tables 
I and II on pages 31 and 32 give us somewhat of an idea of 
who provides the activities and how many students take part 
in them. From all this we can get a rather general overall 
picture of the status of recreation in the community. 
The results of the student questionnaires would tend to 
indicate that the bulk of the recreation of the school-age 
children fell to four agencies in the order of their contri¬ 
bution: the home, the school, the Y. M* C* A., and the 
churches. For reasons presented on page and elsewhere 
in this thesis, the author feels that the effect of the 
home on recreation in this regard cannot be evaluated from 
the data on hand* However, the results of the interviews 
do tend to bear out the relative significance of the schools, 
Y* M. C. A., and churches. It must be remembered that both 
the schools and the Y* M* C* A. lean heavily on the services 
and facilities of th© Park Department for carrying out their 
recreational programs; and it should be further noted that 
the Park Department name did not appear on the questionnaires. 
One very fortunate set of circumstances exists in 
Athol in regards to recreation. Most of the forms of re¬ 
creation mentioned most frequently by the students on the 
questionnaires are available without charge* Further, a 
variety of recreational activities are available close at 
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hand to children in most areas of the community* Of the 
more densely settled areas in the community, the ones most 
lacking in recreational facilities are those in the vicinity 
of Cottage, South, and Saunders Streets, or in the general 
environs of section H6 on Map ITT, page 19. 
The commercial forms of recreation most frequently men¬ 
tioned on the student questionnaires in order of their pre¬ 
ference were movies, roller skating, and bowling* There are 
two large theatres downtown. The York Theatre has three 
changes of shows a week. The Capitol Theatre is open only 
on Saturdays and Sundays. The tv/o bowling alleys are also 
located downtown, and are open the year-round. The roller 
skating rink at Lake Ellis is open ohly during the summer 
months. 
The splendid hunting and fishing conditions in the 
area are largely maintained through the cooperation of the 
Athol Hod and Gun Club, the town, and the state. These 
agencies annually carry out a heavy program of stocking 
local waters with trout, pickerel, bass, and hornpout; and 
the liberation of white hare and pheasant. 
In Chapter VIII the author will discuss the problem of 
juvenile delinquency in greater detail, but would like to 
suggest here that much of the success in combating juvenile 
delinquency in Athol is due to the presence of numerous re¬ 
creational facilities, and the fine work of many of its 
public and semi-public agencies. The greatest present need 
L 
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in recreation for school-age children in Athol Is to extend 
and improve the present facilities* and make greater use of 
them* Many people feel* and the author is of an accord* 
that there is need for a summertime program of supervised 
public playgrounds* especially at Fish Park* the Athletic 
Field* and Silver Lake playground, 
Fore publicity should be given to what facilities for 
recreation are presently available. 
0 
CHAPTER VII 
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING 
x RECREATION IN NORTHFIELD 
Introduction — According to the figures of the 1940 
census, Athol’*' had a population of 11,180 and Northfield^, 
a population of 1,975* In this same book the definition of 
an urban area is stated, "The urban area is made up for the 
most part of cities and other incorporated places having 
2,500 inhabitants or more.1 2 3 4* This would indicate that Athol 
is an urban area and that Northfield, by inference, would 
be classed as rural. 
In view of the fact that Athol is classed as urban, 
whereas Northfield is rural, many of the solutions and pro¬ 
blems regarding recreation for school-age children in North- 
field will differ from those of Athol. For this reason the 
author will attempt to show here, by reference to some of 
the literature on the subject, some of the problems and so¬ 
lutions Involved in the rural aspects of recreation. 
4 
organ points out that small communities vary in their 
natural settings favorable to recreation, in recreational 
(1) Truesdall, Dr. Leon E., Population Second Series 
Characteristics of the Population Massachusetts. 16th Census 
of the United States 1940., p. 77 
(2) Ibid., p. 48 
(3) Ibid., P. 2 
(4) Morgan, Arthur E., The Small Community, p. 216 
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leadership available, and in the condition of their fin¬ 
ances. He further states that no small community can de¬ 
velop all the sources and types of recreation. 
"The problem of the rural population insofar as recrea¬ 
tion is concerned is quite different from the problem of 
urban dwellers. Nevertheless they are not without leisure 
and from the standpoint of the socializing values of recrea¬ 
tion their needs are no less vital than those of persons re¬ 
siding in cities."^ 
"Improving our rural civilization may well be approached 
through better use of leisure time. Stating it another way, 
recreation is re-creation, and it may be defined as a rea¬ 
lization of values which make up a better life. Appreciating 
this, living in the country can be made more satisfactory 
through the initiation and promotion of a well-rounded pro¬ 
gram including play, handicrafts, and fine arts, which 
reaches all people whether or not they be in disadvantaged 
circumstances.— An appreciation of beauty in nature is an 
9 important value in rural as well as urban life." 
"The rural child has the materials for play in abund¬ 
ance, but he needs leadership to help him make the most of 
(8) Hjelte, George, The, Administration of Public Re¬ 
creation. p. 96 
(9) Youth Section of the American Country Life Asso¬ 
ciation Conference, "Improving our Rural Civilization", 
Recreation. XXXII, (January, 1939) p. £17 
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his resources*" 
"Over half the Nation*s population under 18 years of 
age, which may generally be referred to as the juvenile 
11 
population, lives in rural areas*M 
% 
This last statement is the introductory remark made on 
the report of a panel of the National Conference on Preven¬ 
tion and Control of Juvenile Delinquency* It is used to il¬ 
lustrate the importance of our rural areas as they affect a 
majority of our young people* Although juvenile delinquency 
is to be taken up in somewhat greater detail in Chapter VIII, 
the author would like to quote here some of the conclusions 
and recommendations of this conference since they illustrate 
the close assocation of recreation and antijuvenile delinquen¬ 
cy campaigns, and because the information is pertinent to 
Morthfield. 
"The distinctive feature of rural life and conditions 
should be recognized in planning recreation programs for 
* 
rural areas: 
1* The opportunities for recreation inherent in 
the rural environment, such as farm pets, bird study, 
astronomy, gardening, fishing and hunting, swimming, 
and winter sports, should be utilized* 
2. Apparatus for physical activities is not of 
major importance, since the farm and open country offer 
such natural apparatus as trees to climb, hayloft 
trapeze, and grapevine swings* 
(10) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community Re- 
££2£kio£b P* 87 
(11) National Conference on Prevention and Control of 
Juvenile Delinquency, "Rural Aspects", Recreation, XLI. 
(July, 1947) p* 195 
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3. Where rural homes are sufficiently.spacious, 
they can be the center of neighborhood activities. 
This should be encouraged. 
4. Facilities for physical recreation, such as 
camp sites, parks, school playgrounds, picnic grounds, 
ball diamonds, and tennis courts, should be made avail¬ 
able in every community. 
5. ftural school buildings should be planned to 
provide for community services, including recreational 
facilities, and should be available on a year-round 
basis. In cases where rural schools are not available 
as recreational centers, rural organizations should 
provide attractive meeting places as recreation centers. 
6. Communities should be encouraged to set up re¬ 
creation councils, including representation from all 
local agencies, to study existing activities and plan 
for immediate and long-time programs. A special effort 
should be made to provide for areas where the need is 
greatest. 
7. Dural recreation programs should usually func¬ 
tion through existing rural community organizations or 
local groups, and be correlated within a county or where 
desirable on a regional or trade area basis, 
8. A rural recreation program should not give too 
much emphasis to segregating rural people by age groups 
and by sex, since the normal pattern is for families 
to participate as a group in many social activities, 
and for boys and girls to hold memberships in the same 
clubs. 
9. The services of specialists in the various 
phases of recreation should be made available to help 
rural leaders develop adequate programs. Such organ¬ 
izations as the Extension Service, churches, and 
schools, should consider enlarging their staffs to in¬ 
clude specialists in the field of recreation on a state 
or regional basis,"^2 
Item 6 of these proposals, in the opinion of many ex¬ 
perts, is the first step in any community's recreational 
(12) T at.tonal Conference on Prevention and Control 
of Juvenile Delinquency, op. clt.. p. 196 
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program. To quote a few of theses 
f,Every separate organization or institution has a dis¬ 
tinct part and can contribute a great deal toward bettering 
present conditions, but today the key to the situation in 
many localities is the need for a coordinated plan whereby 
each knows his place and thus avoids unnecessary duplication 
and waste of energy, expense, and efficiency* 
"It is highly desirable, therefore, to begin looking 
at the whole local picture with representatives from all 
the various groups to determine conditions, gain community- 
wide cooperation, keep viewpoints broad enough to fill the 
needs of all types of people, set up definite goals and 
really work toward them."^ 
Lindstrom and Regnier suggest the setting up of an in¬ 
formal committee to coordinate recreational activities of 
14 
the various town groups. They also stress the danger of 
the lack of a good community-wide recreational program in 
rural areas. The author bolieves these remarks would apply 
also to our young people who would weigh these factors when 
they make their plans for future life, 
"Rural organizations, such as general farmers1 organi¬ 
zations, homemaker’s organizations, young people’s organiza- 
(13) Youth Section of the American Country Life Asso¬ 
ciation Conference, qp« cit»r pp, 5^8-519 
(14) Lindstrom, D, E, and E, H, Regnier, Rural Social 
Recreation. Ext. Serv. in Agri. and Home Ec., College of 
Agri., U. of Ill*, 1937* P* 72 
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tions, homemaker’s organizations, young people’s organiza¬ 
tions, and similar groups are beginning to realize that un¬ 
less they provide the kind of good times and the enrichment 
of rural life that is possible through self-developed re¬ 
creational programs, the best leaders and members of rural 
communities are going to continue to look elsewhere for the 
kind of life they want 
In times past many of the young people of Northfield, 
after graduating from high school, left the community be¬ 
cause there was little to hold them, as has been described 
in the previous paragraph* In January, 1949, the Central 
Planning Committee of Northfield was formed for "the furth¬ 
ering of social and community welfare of the Town of North- 
16 field”* (This group will be mentioned at greater length 
later in this chapter*) 
Largely through the activities of the public schools 
and the P. T* 4. facilities for recreation for the school 
children of the town has increased in recent years. Through 
the agency of the Central Flanning Committee and the various 
organizations of the town which are represented on the 
C. F* C., there are signs of even greater promise in the 
future. Perhaps, before too many years, Northfield can 
0 
create a community situation that can hold its young people 
and attract others. 
(15) IMi., P. 2 
(16) Central Planning Committee of Northfield, Con 
st1tution and By-Laws. Article 1, p. 1 
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It might be well to remind the reader, as was stated on 
page 20 of Chapter III, that although It is a rural communi¬ 
ty, Northfield is mainly a residential community, rather 
than a farm community. 
There are enough large farms in the community, however, 
that nay enable the town to solve one of its major recrea¬ 
tional problems - the lack of a suitable public lake for 
such activities as swimming, fishing, and boating. 
Becreation1^ magazine states that ponds and lakes are 
being built on farms in rural areas all over the country 
where drainage and topography permit. In some instances 
almost the entire cost is paid by the government. The agen¬ 
cies cooperating are the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, 
the state conservation departments, and the state agricul¬ 
tural colleges. These ponds can be used for watering stock, 
fire protection, boating, fishing, swimming, and skating. 
This is a possibility that bears considerable investigation. 
Helpful information in planning for community-wide re- 
iQ 
creation was obtained in a number of communities through¬ 
out the state through the cooperation of local Country Life 
Committees, Massachusetts State College, the United States 
Department of Agriculture, and County Extension Services in 
(17) World at Play Department, "Farm Ponds and Lakes", 
Recreation. XL, (September, 194-6) p. 325 
(18) Westcott, George W., A Preliminary Country Life 
Report for the Town of Wjnchendon. Country Life Comm, of 
vinchendon, 29 pp. 
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Agriculture and Home Economics. Unfortunately, the funds 
for this program have been discontinued and neither Athol 
nor Northfield had one of these programs. However, copies 
\ 
of these fine reports are still available at the office of 
the State Extension Economist, George W• Westcott, at the 
University of Massachusetts* Recreation committees might 
find in some of the reports of nearby communities ideas or 
facts applicable to their local situation* 
Mr* Westcott stands ready to help any community in 
setting up or assisting in programs similar to those of the 
former Country Life Committees. 
In these last few pages have been listed conditions and 
criteria for rural coimmunity recreational programs. The rest 
of this chapter will be devoted to a discussion of North- 
field's present recreational status and how it measures up 
to these standards* 
Northfield Public^chQol^-JIlQiia^ — Table XIII on page 
133 of Northfield Center School and Table XIV on pages 134 
and 135 of Northfield High School give a brief, but not com¬ 
plete, summary of the recreational status of the Northfield 
public schools. These two schools are located side by side 
on Route 63 in the center of the community. These may be 
found by referring to numbers 3 and 2, respectively on Map 
IV, page 25* The two schools are the only public schools 
presently in operation in Northfield. 
The Northfield Center School is a six-year elementary 
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school including grades 1-6* This school is a consolida¬ 
tion of the former town district schools and two-thirds of 
the students come by bus* In the Center School is the 
cafeteria used by students of both the Center and High 
Schools. 
There are eight classrooms in the Center School and 
eight classes. The population boom has necessitated two 
first and two second grades. Some plan must soon be devised 
to prevent overcrowding, as present statistics indicate that 
successive incoming classes will have to be divided into two 
groups at least until 1952, at which time these double groups 
will also be starting the High School. Since the High School 
Is at present crowded, future plans must also solve the pro¬ 
blem of what to do with these added numbers. 
One of the possible solutions to these problems which 
is receiving considerable attention in and around orthfield 
is the possibility of building a regional consolidated high 
school. Since this prospect includes many other problems 
involving the Northfield public schools, the author will 
f 
discuss it at greater length further along in this chapter. 
Turning again to the subject of the Center School, we 
find that there is no gymnasium or auditorium. For such ac- 
\ 
tivitles as school assemblies, movies, and parties the lunch¬ 
room is generally used, "’hen the entire student body is pre¬ 
sent, conditions are extremely crowded. In addition the 
acoustics are poor and there is no stage. Benches, normally 
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used in conjunction with the lunchroom tables, are used. 
Occasionally, the students of the Center School walk 
to the Town Hall for theatricals and assembly programs. 
This is not always a simple matter, since it involves a 
quarter-mile walk and necessitates crossing a state high¬ 
way. To do this with the children in the first three grades 
during inclement weather is certain to bring about parental 
criticism. 
At present the only art instruction available in the 
Center School is that given by the home room teacher one 
period a week. Plans are presently under way to have weekly 
courses of art instruction under the talented local artist, 
John Phelps. These lessons would be in any media of the 
student*s choosing - the cost of a dollar per lesson to be 
bourne by the student. 
Nature study receives emphasis only as it appears in 
the science course in each grade, or as may be mentioned by 
the home room teacher. George Leonard, principal of the 
High School, has already obtained some financial backing 
from various town fraternal and social organizations for 
underwriting an extensive nature study course offered by 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society. Tt is planned that this 
course would be given annually to members of the fifth grade. 
Music classes are conducted fifteen to thirty minutes 
each day. A music supervisor has charge of the musical 
program in all the grades in both the Center and High 
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School, as well as the High School Glee Club, 
Students who so desire may take one hour a week of 
instrumental music instruction at the Town Hall under -r. 
Ross Minott of Greenfield, These lessons cost the pupil 
t 
one dollar each. 
Both schools use the sound movie projector, Baloptican 
projector, and film strip projector. Funds are available 
through the school committee for the rental and mailing of 
films. There is no film library, but the schools do own 
a moderate number of film strips. 
To the rear of both schools is a large athletic field 
with space for a baseball and softball diamond, or large 
football field, around which runs an unimproved 220 yard 
track with a 100 yard straightaway. To the north of the 
High School is a cinderclay volleyball court. To the 
south of the Center School is a play area with twelve 
swings and four tetterboards. 
The High School is a Junior-Senior High School con- 
tainihg grades 7-12. For these six grades there are three 
home room classrooms, a study—hall home room, a commercial 
room, science laboratory, and a home economics room. In 
addition the school has the use of a small auditorium-club- 
room which can seat about one-third of the student body. 
This auditorium, which is a part of the school building, 
is called Alexander Hall. The enclosed end of Alexander 
Mall is used as an additional classroom. 
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One-half of the main floor of the High School is taken 
up by Alexander Hall# This hall was willed to the women of 
the town# The school has the use of this hall during school 
hours through the courtesy of the Alexander Hall Committee. 
Legally the hall is not school property. 
Actually the word, "hall”, is a misnomer since this 
property consists of an assembly hall 40* x 21!, an ante¬ 
room 14* x 14*, and a 12* x 12* kitchen. The assembly room 
will seat sixty and is already inadequate for school needs. 
Due to the crowded conditions in the school, the anteroom 
is used for four periods of the school day for a classroom. 
The household arts room has a kitchen which Is adequate for 
school needs. 
The greatest recreational problem of the High School in 
the last ten years has been the need of a winter extra¬ 
curricular program that would best accommodate the greatest 
number of students. There is no gymnasium in the school, 
nor has one been available in the community. Early in 1948, 
the local Parent Teachers Association received the permis¬ 
sion of the selectmen to equip the Town Hall for basketball. 
The P. T. A. raised the necessary funds and the task was 
completed on December 8, 1949. Since that time the boys1 
varsity basketball team has corapleted a sixteen game sched¬ 
ule and the girls1 varsity, a ten game schedule. In addi¬ 
tion the 7th and 8th grade boys and the 7th and 8th grade 
girls each have a weekly one-hour basketball instruction 
140 
period at th© Town Hall. This program has largely filled 
the gap between Northfield*s fall and spring out-of-door 
program. 
Th© town has always given first consideration to the 
public schools for use of th© Town Hall. The schools have 
made good use of the Town Hall for such events as dances, 
basketball practice and games, plays, assembly programs, 
and parties. 
In recent years, prior to the advent of basketball, 
the winter extra-curricular program was given over largely 
) 
to club activities such as press club, handicrafts club, 
hobby club, nature club, and chefs* club. 
Whenever assemblies are held, either the students 
double-up in the ninety seats in th© main study hall, or 
meet in th© Town Hall. In this latter regard the Teachers1 
Club sponsors a series of five assembly programs at the 
Town Hall each year put on by the School Assembly Services 
of Rochester, New York. These programs are educational and 
recreational in nature. The remaining activities of High 
School students are clearly shoY/n on Table XIV, pp. 134 and 
135* 
It is the author*s opinion, from firsthand experience, 
that the Northfield public schools, and Northfield High 
School in particular, are doing a fine job in attempting to 
provide a well-rounded curricular and extra-curricular pro¬ 
gram. With a faculty of eight members and with limited faci- 
L. 
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lities, the High School is providing many of the activities 
found in larger high schools. This is accomplished mainly 
by a heavy teacher load. 
There being very little in the v/ay of commercial re¬ 
creation or community recreation, the schools have attempted 
to fill the void. However, with its limited 3taffs and 
facilities, the teachers realize that to do so completely 
is impossible. For this reason, most of the teachers favor 
a regional consolidated high school which could provide 
many of the activities not available at present such as 
tackle football, band, orchestra, shopwork, guidance, more 
instrumental music, more dramatics, and increased intramural 
activities. 
■'■orthfield Public Schools in Relation to Community .Re¬ 
creation — Most of what has been written in Chapter VI of 
this work, under a similar heading for Athol on pages 77- 
86 would apply to the Northfield public schools as well. 
Rather than repeat any of this material, it would perhaps 
be best to cite additional information in regards to the 
part the public schools should play in community recreation. 
According to the Neumeyers, "A much larger share of 
school time and school energy should bo devoted to developing 
in children and youth the ability to use their spare time 
19 
advantageously." To accomplish this they suggest a list 
(19s) Neumeyer, Martin H. & Esther S., Leisure and Re 
creation, pp. 90-91 
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of ten Items to be given special consideration in the cur¬ 
riculum which are most closely related to the preparation 
for leisure* 
"1* Wholesome Heading and Literary Appreciation 
2* Creative Literary Expression 
3» Music and Art, 
4. Dancing and Rhythmics 
5* Dramatics and "ageantry 
6* Creative Arts and Crafts 
7* Scientific Experimentation 
8. feature Studies and Activities- 
F-xploration of the Out-of-Doors 
9* Games and Sports 
10* Social Recreation and Sociability - 
the Art of Living Together"^0 
Gloss21 quotes various authorities who feel that the 
public schools should provide manual arts, fine arts, 
household arts, and nature study, as well as team sports 
and games. Pupils should be given carry-over value activi¬ 
ties and be told the "Why" as well as the "How” of these 
activities* There should be less ordering about by the 
teacher or physical education director* 
"The American Association of School Administrators* re¬ 
port recommended that within each school there should be a 
coordinator or director of leisure-time activities* They 
list some of the possible duties as (1) keeping records, 
(2) calling of attention to current interesting activities 
and clubs, (3) meeting with agencies who are maintaining 
(20) Ibid., pp* 91-98 
(21) Gloss, G. II., Recreational Research^ pp* 23-25 
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programs, and (4) counciling with the parents and pupils*11 
This position would be practical if a regional consolidated 
school should be built, or if the High School should become 
a community center* 
In this last eventuality, Lies offers a suggestion* 
"Use of day school teachers in either evening schools or 
community centers has its drawbacks, too* They are usually 
tired at the end of the regular school day, and therefore, 
can’t lead with zest in evening affairs* If they are of the 
old disciplinary keep-quit e-3tudy-your-lesson type, they 
i 
just don’t fit in anything calling for the recreational 
flavor* Some of the younger ones who have lots of zip 
left at the end of the day may, however, do very well es¬ 
pecially if they can bring themselves to find release in 
23 
activities of the recreational kind*" 
Evaluation of the Northfield Public Schools in Regards 
to Recreation — After examining the results of the student 
questionnaires, the interview questionnaires, and surveying 
some of the literature on recreation and related topics, it 
is the author’s belief that the public schools of Northfield 
are doing a fine job in providing a variety of recreational 
activities for their pupils with the equipment and person¬ 
nel at their disposal - much more so than any other group 
or organization in the community* 
(22) Ibid*, p. 29 
(23) Lies, Eugene, T., The Use of Schools as Community 
Centers, Nat* Fee* Assoc., BulT#3902,(Doc.,1937) p.3 
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For the schools to add to their recreational facili¬ 
ties under the present crowded conditions with no additions 
to the faculty would not be feasible* It must bo remembered 
that neither school has a stage, auditorium, gymnasium, 
locker facilities, or shop* 
The author feels that the greatest single addition to 
the town’s recreation program would be a six-year regional 
consolidated high school* 
A Regional Consolidated Fifth Pchool and horthf ield.js 
Recrea13ona 1 Heeds — The towns of Morthf.1 eld, Fill, 
Bernardston, Leyden, and Warwick are presently members cf 
School Union 22* Each of these towns has a problem in¬ 
volving crowded conditions and inadequate school facilities 
particularly at the High School level* Only Northfield and 
Bernardston have high schools, and Bernardston1s has been 
condemned. At present the plans for consolidation ere 
merely in the discussion stage. However,' in Union 22 
consolidation is practical and possible* 
There are, of course, many problems that must be 
answered in each community before consolidation would become 
a reality* Liberal grants have been offered by the state 
legislature and enabling laws are being proposed in this 
same group, I should like to state some of the things that 
a six-year regional consolidated high school could do for 
Northfield* 
Assuming that all of the towns mentioned were to build 
- 145 - 
o six-yeor regional consolidated high school and that all 
| 
the students presently in public high schools went to this 
school, there would be 379 students. Present trends along 
these sane lines would Indicate a 1953 student body of 484, 
Such a school properly equipped would contain large gymna¬ 
sium, auditorium, stage, lunch room, workshops, home science 
department, and science laboratory. 
These facilities would not only offer greater voca¬ 
tional and recreational opportunities for the students, but 
could also serve as the community center for the five com¬ 
munities, and offer fine opportunities for adult education 
as well. 
With a large student body and correspondingly larger 
faculty, there would be greater opportunities for club ?<rork, 
hobbies, handicrafts, athletics, vocational guidance, home 
crafts, newspaper, magazine, band, orchestra, dramatics, and 
shop work. All this would be in addition to a broader educa¬ 
tional currSculum, 
Worthfield would also benefit from this in that the 
present high school could be utilised to accommodate the 
anticipated overflow in the Center School duo to the in¬ 
creased birth rate. The town would not be saddled with the 
expense of additions and alterations to both the High and 
Center Schools, and the problem of what to do with the added 
space, if and when the birth rate subsides. 
Xorthfl.ald Churches Today — Table XV, pages 146 and 147 
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gives a brief summary of the recreational activities and 
facilities available in the five churches of Northfield as 
i 1 
related to school—age children. These churches may be 
located by referring to Map IV, page 25 and its accompanying 
key. 
The general church situation in Northfield as regards 
recreation for young people is quite similar to that in 
Athol. In many instances the churches' programs suffer 
from lack of facilities and lack of adequate recreational 
leadership. Also lacking is a general church summertime 
program other than religious education. 
Only one Northfield church noted an Increase in family 
participation in church activities and this is probably due 
to the fact that an increased number of family activities 
were added to the church's program. Generally speaking, 
there are few attractive opportunities for family participa¬ 
tion in church activities in Northfield churches today. 
As in Athol, the churches and the community would bene¬ 
fit if the churches placed greater emphasis on social acti¬ 
vities for their young people and for family groups. 
As an indication of the lack of suitable recreation in 
Northfield, might be noted the periodic roller skating 
parties sponsored by the Pilgrim Fellowship of the Trinitarian 
I 
Congregational Church. These bimonthly excursions to The 
Gables skating rink in South Deerfield have become so popu¬ 
lar that they are now community-wide and intra-denoninational 
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in nature. Age range varies from 12-45, and groups of over 
a hundred are not uncommon, It also offers further proof 
that although transportation is a key problem in Northfield, 
it can somehow bo solved if the recreational attraction is 
strong enough. 
The church problems of Northfield and Athol are so 
nearly alike that what has already been stated under "The 
Church and Recreation" on pages 98-102 would also apply to 
Northfield. 
Future Recreational Plans for Northfield Churches. — 
The Trinitarian Congregational Church is in hopes that it 
can start construction of a completely new church by 1950. 
This church would include an auditorium with stage and social 
game rooms. One of these latter rooms will be designed to 
be used for such activities as hobbies and handicrafts. 
None of the other of the town's churches have any de¬ 
finite future plans as regards recreation or future building. 
The Free Methodist church with its small congregation and 
use of the Grange Hall feels that its present facilities are 
adequate. Saint Patrick's Roman Catholic Church has the 
problem of having no resident pastor} hence there are very 
few social activities carried on in the church. 
The Home and Recreation -- The information found under 
"The Home and Recreation" on pages 116-129 of Chapter VI 
for Athol would apply to Northfield as well. However, by 
comparing Graph 2, p. 3* and Graph 6, p. 38 with Graph 9, p.41 
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and Graph 15, p. 47, a striking comparison in the response 
4 
to "home" can be noted* On Graphs 2 and 6 there is little 
difference between the responses of the Northfield and the 
Athol group* In both instances the home rates well above 
all other agencies in providing activities* On Graphs 9 
and 15, the Athol group takes the trend noticed on both 
Graphs 2 and 6, but for the Northfjeld group "home" takes 
a significant drop to about the level of the "church", far 
below "school"* 
Significantly, these two groups which showed a marked 
decrease in response to "home" were the only two groups 
administered by the author* The students were requested to 
mark as "home" only those activities either sponsored by the 
family, or taken part in by the family* 
American Youth Hostel — The A* Y* H* national head¬ 
quarters have been in Morthfield for years; yet, there are 
no active members from the community, nor do any of the 
townspeople make use of any of the hostel’s fine facilities 
except on rare occasions* 
On a national and international scale the hostels offer 
at very moderate cost excellent opportunities for travel, 
education, and recreation for lovers of the out-of-doors* 
Th© chief emphasis is on hiking, bicycling, and camping* 
Among the local hostel’s facilities are: record player, 
public address system, and a library of records; fireplaces. 
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horses, canoes, and skiisj and facilities for bunking, 
cooking, and washing. 
Although the national headquarters is being moved to 
New York City in April, 1949, the hostel building across 
the Main Street from headquarters will continue in operation. 
A subcommittee of the Central Manning Committee is 
looking into the possibility and advisability of obtaining 
the headquarters' building for use as a community recrea¬ 
tion center. No findings have been released to date. 
The Northfleld — The Northfleld Hotel offers many re- 
r 
creational services to its guests which are also utilized 
to a certain extent by some of the school-age children of 
the town. This participation is largely carried out through 
the use of Club Memberships which are at a fixed rate by 
week, month, and year. There are separate rates for fanily 
and individual membership. During 1948, there were thirty- 
two family, and eleven individual memberships from Northfleld. 
Most of these members are children of employees of either 
the hotel or of the Northfleld Schools (Mount Hermon and 
Northfleld School for Girls). As employees these groups are 
entitled to a ten percent discount. 
Activities available are ice skating, swimming, badmin¬ 
ton, shuffleboard, golf, tennis, tobogganing, skiing, ping 
pong, clock golf, croquet, and hiking along maintained nature 
trails. Ice skating is open to the public, and there is a 
ten cent charge for use of the skating house. Thirteen of 
- 1J2 
the High School boys and two girls serve as caddies at the 
golf course. 
Ho accurate count has been made of the amount of use 
the town’s young people make of the various activities. The 
desk clerk estimates that for each of these activities in 
their season there are seldom fewer than five town children 
taking part and seldom more than fifteen. This would apply 
to all the activities except ice skating, which might find 
\ - 
as many as fifty young people taking part on a good day. 
It should be brought out here that fewer than forty 
children account for the bulk of this activity, and that 
about fifteen of these do so regularly. 
ount Hermon and Northfield School for Girls — The 
Fount Hermon School (for boys) is located on the Bsrnardston 
Road at the Glll-Northfleld town line. The Northfield School 
for Girls (or Northfield Seminary) is located on tiassachu- 
setts Route 63 about a mile and a half north of the center 
of town. For the location of both of these schools see 
Map IV, page 25. 
> ■ 
As both of these schools are under the same management 
and are about of the same size, as well as being private 
schools, they are mentioned here together. The student body 
is approximately 500 students each. In June 1948, there 
were twenty-three town boys attending ount Hermon and twenty- 
two girls at Northfield School for Girls. 
There are about fifty families in town who have members 
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either attending or employed by one or both of these scnools. 
For the most part attendance at the many social* athletic* 
and recreational activities of these schools is limited to 
members of these fifty families in so far as the town is 
concerned* There are occasional musical and athletic pro¬ 
grams to which the general public is invited. However* these 
schools generally do not cater to the general public. 
Both of these schools have been very helpful to the pub¬ 
lic schools, particularly towards the High School# In the 
winter of 1947-48 whon the High School was without a basket¬ 
ball court* Fount Bermon allowed Northfield to practice on 
its court* During the winter of 194 ?~49* the High School 
basketball team was given the use of the gyms of both schools 
so that they might become accustomed to a larger playing sur¬ 
face. Too* for the past two years Northfield High vSchool has 
competed against Mount Hermon junior teams in both baseball 
and basketball. 
For the boys and girls who do have the use of the faci¬ 
lities of these schools* many of their recreational problems 
are solved since these schools do have fine equipment and a 
broad social and educational program. In addition practically 
all of these facilities and activities are available without 
charge. 
Salvation Army Camp — The Louise Andrews Camp is lo¬ 
cated off Houte 63 at the Winchester, New Hampshire-North- 
field town line* about two miles north of the town center. 
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This camp Is maintained for the use of the young people 
of the New England district. Consequently, there are seldom 
more than one or two boys or girls from either Northfield 
or Athol attending any of the several bi-weekly groups. 
These groups are usually Boy Scout, Girl Scout, Young 
Peoples1 and Band. Average attendance in these groups is 
one hundred campers. 
The camp is well-equipped to carry out a broad recrea¬ 
tional program Including such activities as volleyball, soft- 
ball, squash, archery, badminton, ping-pong, minstrels, 
hobbies, handicrafts, and swimming. The swimming pool is 
70* x 30f, fully enclosed and floodlighted for night use. 
The softball field also has floodlights. 
It is unfortunate that more of the town*s young people 
don*t have the use of this fine camp. 
Tvorthfield 4-K Club — The membership in the 4-H Club 
as of June, 1948, consisted of seventeen girls and eighteen 
boys whose ages ranged from ten to thirteen. Annual dues 
are twenty-five cents, and monthly meetings are held in the 
Town Hall throughout the year. At present the group is 
sponsored by the United States Department of Agriculture and 
the State Extension Service, but has no local sponsor. Much 
of the meeting time is taken up in promoting and carrying 
out the various projects required to maintain membership. 
The social part of the program is usually given over to 
either softball at the school playground or swimming parties 
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to Jewett's Fond (see Map IV, page 25). Occasionally, the 
local group attends the various Franklin County 4-H meetings 
held in Greenfield, or takes trips to the Greenfield Swimming 
Pool. Average attendance on these trips runs from twelve to 
fifteen. 
As is true of many other groups, such as scouting, the 
4-H Club is faced with the lack of a meeting place in which 
they can leave or store their equipment. The 4-H Club, also, 
has found it nearly impossible to arouse any kind of family 
interest in 4-H activities. The chief future aim of the 
4-H is to attempt to get the parents' interest in 4-H work 
and 4-H aims. It is also hoped that in future years the 
local 4-H Club will be able to hold softball contests and 
other activities with 4-H Clubs in neighboring communities. 
Northfield Grange — Of a total membership of 145 only 
12 are of school age. This does seem regretable in an or¬ 
ganization which is reputedly a family organization. It is 
the author's belief that this group fails to see the neces¬ 
sity for, or has a desire to have, a program that will attract 
and hold its young people. 
The biweekly meetings are given over largely to a liter¬ 
ary program, group singing, reading, and dancing. For these 
activities the Grange has its own hall with dining room and 
kitchen. There is no stage. 
The Grange Hall is located on Main Street in the center 
of Northfield. 
- 1J6 - 
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Northfield District Community Club ~ The service of 
of the District #3 Community Club to the young people of the 
community is small since membership is limited to all people 
over 16 years of age in the old #3 School District. There 
are no special family programs and there are never more 
than fifteen young people in attendance at any of the club*s 
functions. 
Meetings are hold each month. These meetings are given 
over largely to social games. The recreational program 
varies with each president in office. 
The club house is what was originally the one-room 
school house of District #3# located on Massachusetts Route 
63 in Northf ield Upper Farms at the junction of South oun- 
tain Road* about two miles south of the center of the town. 
Facilities are limited almost solely to the large hall created 
when the school seats were removed. There is no running 
water in winter and no kitchen. 
Northfield Farms Community Club #4 — Community Club #4 
is located in Northfield Farms on Massachusetts Route 63 
where it crosses Four Mile Brook about five miles south of 
the center of the town. This club house is the former Dis¬ 
trict #4 school house which presently contains a kitchen, 
dining room, assembly hall with stage, two school rooms, four 
swings, and an Ocean-Bave. In addition the club members 
have built a small swimming pool on Four Mile Brook about 
on© hundred yards downstream from the club house. They have 
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built a fine sandy beach and placed a picnic table for six¬ 
teen on it* 
The club is active throughout the year except during the 
month of August* The social hour at the monthly meetings is 
rotated between cards and dancing. In addition the club 
sponsors biweekly public dances, a Sunday School attended by 
fifteen youngsters from three and up, and a nursery school 
and kindergarten attended by twenty-four four- and five-year 
olds. 
Membership is limited to residents of the former School 
District #4 over 14 years of age. The present membership is 
seventy, made up largely of young married couples* It is 
obvious, however, that this group is offering valuable ser¬ 
vices to the young people of their district* This is espe¬ 
cially important in view of the fact that for many youngsters 
the five miles to the center of the town means virtual iso- 
/ lation from most of the community activities* 
Future plans of the club call for extending these ser¬ 
vices. At the pool, plans call for extending the beach, 
making additional shallow area for young tots, fireplaces, 
and more tables. Later the group proposes to build a base¬ 
ball diamond. They hope, also, to increase the number of 
picnics and corn roasts. 
Northfield-Fls.h..and Game Association — The Northfield 
Fish and Game Association has 170 members, of whom 20 are 
active. All of the club’s activities are hold in the Town 
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Hall. These consist of an annual banquet, occasional turkey 
raffles, and card parties* In addition the local organiza¬ 
tion takes part in trap and skeet shooting and coon trials 
at the Franklin County Fish and Game League grounds in 
Millers Falls. Membership is open to everyone over twelve. 
Each fall the club liberates pheasant, and each spring 
takes part in the trout stocking program in cooperation with 
the town and the state. It is this last program that is of 
the utmost importance to the young people, since only through 
this program is there assured continued good fishing in the 
many fine trout streams scattered throughout the community. 
To quote Butler, "Few outdoor activities engage the en¬ 
thusiastic interest of a greater number of children and a- 
dults than fishing.”24 This statement is bourne out by the 
results of the students questionnaires for both Athol and 
Northfield, as can be noted on Table XVI, page 
Each year the High School biology class assists in the 
liberation of pheasants and the stocking of trout. The 
Committee of the Fish and Game Association desire that the 
young people be given this opportunity. 
Bov Scout Troop #9 — Troop #9 is sponsored by the 
Brotherhood of the Trinitarian Congregational Church and holds 
its meetings in that church. In addition to the usual bene- 
(24) Butler, George 0., Introduction to Community Re¬ 
creation. p. 364 
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ficial scouting program which promotes citizenship and co¬ 
operation, the boys are given a wide variety of recreational 
activities. These activities include hiking, swimming, 
dancing, camping, cooking, movies, parties, and athletic 
contests* 
At the present there are twenty-five members whose ages 
vary from 12 to 16* The troop owns a cabin in the nearby 
town of Ashuelot, New Hampshire, which can sleep eight* 
The two great problems of the Boy Scouts in North!iold 
are lack of adequate leadership and a suitable place in 
which to hold their meetings* It was for lack of leader¬ 
ship that a Cub pack was discontinued. 
Although the troop does not hold meetings in the summer, 
many boys attend the regional scout camp. Camp Chesterfield, 
fox* varying periods* In 19^8, nine boys attended for one 
week, three for two weeks, and two for four weeks* 
Northfleld Brownies — The Brownies are a junior branch 
/ 
of the Girl Scouts which includes girls from 7 to 10 years 
of age. During the fall to spring schedule, the weekly 
meetings are held in the Center School lunchroom. Average 
attendance at these meetings is eighteen. The meetings are 
generally given over to character building, folk dancing, 
theatricals, and handicrafts. In addition the girls have 
frequent hikes, picnics, swimming parties, and an annual 
Mothers' Party, 
The greatest problem of the Brownies at present is the 
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need for an adequate meeting place where materials used in 
the meeting may be stored# 
Northfield Girl Scout Troop — The Northfield Girl 
Scout Troop has a membership that varies from thirty to 
thirty-eight# Membership is open to girls of ages 10-18# 
Weekly meetings are held in the Town Hall through the fall¬ 
spring season - there is no summer program# 
Puring the meetings the nain emphasis is on character 
development and folk dancing# Two meetings a year are given 
over to a Mothers’ programj one is the Mothers’ Coffee, and 
the other, a demonstration of the Cooking Badge work# 
Here again we hear an oft-repeated phrase - the need 
of a meeting place in which equipment may be stored from 
one meeting to the next# 
South Vernon Girl Scout Troon — Near the so-called 
East Northfield, Massachusetts railroad station of the Boston 
and Maine Railroad is a small community nearly equally divid¬ 
ed between the northern portion of West Northfidld, Massachu¬ 
setts, and the southern portion of Vernon, Vermont# People 
receive their mail at the South Vernon, Massachusetts Post 
Office. 
The Christian Advent Church where the scout meetings 
are held is in Vermont. Of the sixteen members, nine attend 
the Northfield public schools and live in Massachusetts. 
The weekly meetings of the fall-spring schedule are 
given over largely to character building and social games. 
— l£>l *"* 
The summer schedule presently consists of two hikes. The 
troop would like to find leaders with sufficient time to 
provide for such activities as overnight trips and bicycle 
trips. 
School Building Plans Committee — In the annual town 
meeting of February 3, 1947# it was voted that the moderator 
appoint a committee of nine persons to be known as the World 
pt? 
War Memorial Community School Building Plans Committee to 
> 
investigate building sites and plans for e suitable public 
memorial to the veterans of both World Wars. This member¬ 
ship must include one representative each of the Beard of 
Selectmen, the School Board, the American Legion, the Fort¬ 
nightly Club, and at least one veteran of World Wars I and 
II. 
This committee decided tentatively on a proposed com¬ 
munity auditorium-gymnasium and selected a site north of the 
High School between, the High School and the Wood's lot ad¬ 
joining it. A public report was made of the committee's 
* 26 
findings at the annual town meeting on February 2, 1948. 
It was voted to raise and appropriate the sum of #300 to 
secure preliminary plans for this project. 
In the interval between the 1948 and 1949 town meetings. 
(25) Northfield, Mass., Town Report 1947* Art. 40, p.19 
(26) Northfield, Mass., Town Report 1948. Art. 55* p.20 
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the chairman of the coinmittoe, for reasons known only tc 
himself, failed to call for a meeting to take further action. 
This inaction, as will be pointed out later, may well have 
been a blessing in disguise. 
At the town meeting of February 7> 1949» it was voted 
to discharge this committee and have the moderator appoint 
a new committee — "to investigate the possible need for 
new classroom facilities as well as to continue the inves¬ 
tigation of the desirability of the construction of the pro- 
27 
posed Memorial Gymnasium.." The moderator has appointed 
a committee of five. At their initial meeting the new com¬ 
mittee agreed to investigate the matter further and to hold 
regular monthly meetings* 
The gymnasium-auditorium as proposed by the original 
committee was estimated to cost a minimum of $130*000* This 
would have been a separate building with separate heating 
system. The town would have had to finance the entire cost 
of construction and maintenance* 
The state legislature has since passed Chapter 642 of 
the Acts of 1948 and other legislation which would give con¬ 
struction grants of 65$ to towns who plan to erect regional 
consolidated schools* From this it is estimated that for 
t 
its share In the construction of a $400*000 regional con¬ 
solidated high school* it would cost Northfield $48*000* pro- 
(27) Ibid.. Article 44, p. 131 
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vided all five towns in Union #22 participated, /ith 
twenty-year bonds this would mean an annual carrying charge 
of $2,400 plus interest* This would give the pupils oi the 
community access to a fully equipped modern high school 
plant, which it does not now have. It would also permit 
the use of tho present high school plant to take care of 
the overflow from the Center School* Under the old gymna¬ 
sium-auditorium memorial proposal neither of those problems 
would have been solved, and the cost to the town would have 
been greater. Public sentiment in favor of a consolidated 
regional high school is growing. See page 144-145, 
The reasons mentioned in the previous paragraph explain 
in part why it was necessary to form a new committee with 
new objectives. 
Central Planning Committee of Uorthflold — Northfield 
is a community with a very small population, a large area, 
and an abundance of clubs. The community has very little 
in the way of community recreation - certainly nothing on a 
large organized scale. In years past various individuals and 
groups have taken steps to remedy the situation, but have 
failed either because of jealousy between groups, or lack 
of a means of coordinating actions between the various groups* 
Censing the need for such a group, two members of the 
Veterans of Foreign Tars, Doctor John Bennett and Unto 
Hsntinen, proposed in January, 1949, the formation of a 
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Central Planning Committee. This group has now been organ¬ 
ized, has a charter, has held several meetings and has sub¬ 
committees Investigating several proposed projects. Member¬ 
ship in the C. P. C. is open to a qualified representative 
of any fully organized group having more than ten members. 
Attendance at meetings to date has been high and Interest is 
keen. 
Although it is far too early to evaluate the effect the 
C. P. C. will, or does have on the community-wide recreation¬ 
al picture, the author feels that it is a major step in the 
right direction. Coincidentally, the formation of just such 
a committee was to have been my first recommendation for 
Northfield. The literature on community recreation makes 
frequent reference to the need in each community of such a 
committee. 
One criticism that has been leveled at the C. P, C# is 
that it is neither an elective or appointive body and con¬ 
sequently, has no legal right. This point can be argued pro 
and con. It may be possible that the C. P. C., by proving 
its worth as a welder of community opinion and a doer of 
good, could receive that legal authority from the town. It 
is interesting to note that there has bean a duly appointed 
Town Planning Board for the past six years. During this 
period this group has taken no real action. In some years 
they even failed to make a report. The group did make a re¬ 
port with several suggested proposals in the 1948 Town Re- 
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port, but mentioned that board action was impossible without 
appropriated funds2®. Pew people in the community even knew 
of this Town Planning Board's existence. 
Some of the proposals under Investigation by sub-com¬ 
mittees of the C. P, C. are: consolidated regional high 
school, community swimming pool, community recreation center, 
celebration of the 275th anniversary of the town's founding, 
and an overall program of future planning. It is the author's 
belief that the C«, P. C.'s greatest present need is a long 
range plan. Presently there are the several ideas proposed 
with no idea of priority, or relative value, or practicality 
of each project. 
In view of the fact that the C. P. C, is organized along 
the lines suggested for community recreation committees and 
since it is an active democratic unit, it is the author’s 
suggestion that it be given full legal endorsement by the 
i 
selectmen at least to the extent of carrying out investiga¬ 
tions, outlining broad programs, and making plans for com¬ 
munity-wide recreation. 
At various points in this work the author has made many 
references to ideas and programs that recreation committees 
could or should carry out. This is especially true in 
Chapter VT, pages 77 and 78 and 84 and 85 with reference to 
(28) Korthfield, "ass.. Town Report 1948r p. 82 
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Athol* Further quotes were made on pages 127-129 of this 
chapter in regards to the rural community* All of these 
references would be of assistance to any Northfield group 
planning a community-wide recreation program. I should 
like to add here another group of ideas which would be of 
assistance In setting up recreation programs in any commun¬ 
ity* 
“The chief responsibility of those concerned with the 
profession of recreation are first, to understand its func¬ 
tion as an integrative force; second, to provide adequate 
facilities and trained leadership; third, to control and re¬ 
direct undesirable amusements; and fourth, to educate the 
people to its significance in social integration and to its 
acceptance as a public responsibility* Recreation is a func¬ 
tion of democracy. All of the people and their organized in¬ 
stitutions must play an important part in its reinterpreta¬ 
tion and redirection*"^ 
Butler*^ quotes from Joseph Lee. “A community program 
for recreation must include the discovery of potential in¬ 
terests, talents, and skills, training and education in the 
creative use of leisure, and a wide variety of opportunities 
to serve the multitudinous interests - physical, social, 
(29) Gloss, G. M#, Recreational Research, Poctrate 
Thesis, L. S. U*, p* 19 
HO) Butler, George D*. Introduction to Community Re¬ 
creation, p. 213 -- 
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musical, dramatic, nature, etc, - of different individuals# 
f,Government, the collective agency of the people, is 
responsible for fostering and administering such a rich 
program of leisure-time opportunity." 
Butler then proceeds to list a set of criteria for a 
community recreation program# 
f,l# Provide equality of opportunity for all# 
2. Provide wide range of individual choices in 
different types of activities# 
3# Continue throughout the year# 
4, Serve all ages# 
5* Provide equally for both sexes# 
6# Encourage family recreation* 
7# Utilize fully all existing facilities. 
8. Include passive as well as active forms of 
recreation# 
9. Provide activities for different periods of 
free time# 
10# Be related to other programs in the city. 
11# Carry over the leisure-time skills and interests 
developed in the schools. 
12# Provide activities of a progressive nature. 
13# Include activities that will persist at the 
adult level# 
14. Offer possibilities for varying degrees of 
skill, aptitudes, and capacities# 
15. Encourage individuals and groups to provide 
their own activities. 
16. Furnish outlets for the satisfaction of the 
desire for social relationships# 
17. Becognize the different tastes and interests 
of the individual. 
18# Give the people who participate a share in 
the planning and control. 
19* place recreation opportunities within the 
financial abilities of all the people# 
20. Make possible the wisest use of available funds. 
21. Provide outlets for creative expression# 
22* Assure safe and healthful conditions for 
recreation activity# 
23* Afford opportunities for developing good 
citizenship# 
24. Be based on specific interests and needs of the 
people in different parts of the city* 
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*51 25. Be sensitive to changing conditions and needs." 
At the inception of any recreation program these cri- 
teria may seem to be Idealistic, but they do, nevertheless, 
give us a goal to strive for* 
flAuthorities are agreed that the chief need of com¬ 
munity recreation is that of competent leadership. There 
are many types of recreation leaders, all of whom need 
special training and abilities. Their training is now re- 
% 32 
cognized as an Important task."-:" 
"Recreation need not be limited in the home and else¬ 
where exclusively to group or mass activities. There is a 
need for developing an ability to enjoy oneself and find 
peace and serenity in periodic solitary occupations, such as 
reading, radio, walking and. thinking,"33 
"A good neighborhoo recreation center, which may be in 
a church, school, settlement, or other agency, becomes for 
children, youth, and adults, the only source of culture ard 
refinement of taste, 
The Neumeyers, quoting Joseph Lee, offer an interesting 
classification of age groups in young people which might 
(31) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community Re¬ 
creation r pp, 214-217 
(32) Neumeyer, artin H., and Esther S*. Leisure and 
Recreationr p# 9 
(33) Slavson, S. R., Recreation and the Total Person¬ 
ality f p. 166 
(34) Slavson, S. R., op. clt.f p. I67 
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prove helpful to a recreation council planning its activi¬ 
ties. 
I- 3 Babyhood - Mother supervised. The beginning of 
memory. 
3-6 Age of Impersonation. 
6-11 "Big Injun" - Self-assertion and domination. 
II- 14 "Age of Loyalty" - Gang period. 
35 14-21 "Apprentice Age".' 
Communitv-Tlde Recreation in Northfleld as Appliesto 
School Age Children — It would appear from the information 
obtained in this work that the organisations or groups pro¬ 
viding Northfleld's youth with the bulk of its recreation, 
in the order of their contribution are the public schools, 
the churches, and scout troops. In their turn the other 
organizations have each contributed their small share as 
already mentioned in this chapter. 
That the present amount and variety of recreation is not 
nearly adequate can be best illustrated by three indications: 
(1) the large number of Northfleld responses on the student 
questionnaires to "would do if available" as compared to 
Athol, (2) the large number of people from Northfleld who 
attended the now Drive-In Theatre, and (3) the tremendous 
popularity of basketball, which was started in December, 1949, 
at the High School. Although there is no data in this work 
« 
(35) Neumeyer, M. R. & E. S., op. cit.f pp. I88-I89 
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to give adequate proof of the fact, the author is well aware 
that people from Northfield may be found in movies and other 
places of amusement every evening in either Greenfield or 
Drattleboro, 
In the past the greatest failing in Northfield in re¬ 
gards to community-wide recreation has been first, the di¬ 
verse interests of the various social groups and areas of 
the town and second, the lack of an agency through which 
these differences could be settled. The present C, P. C, 
gives prospect that these differences may be solved. 
If the C, P, C, can come to the realization that recrea¬ 
tion can be the means by which many of our community differ¬ 
ences can be solved, then they will have made an important 
first step, Butler must have had such a community as North- 
field in mind when he wrote, "Many forces in modern life 
tend to separate people into distinct and often hostile groups, 
based on differences in their economic status, social posi- 
tion, race, creed, nationality, education or cultural back¬ 
ground. The natural outcome of this situation is a growing 
suspicion, distrust and dislike of our fellow men and a lack 
of neighborliness and unit of interest. Recreation affords 
a common ground where differences may be forgotten in the joy 
of participation or achievement."^ 
creatloS! G6°rge D*' MHCtlon to Community Re 
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The next step v/ould bo planning by the C. P. C. or 
similar group of a long range community-wide recreational 
program, A well-trained recreational leader should be ap¬ 
pointed to help plan this program and be in charge of carry¬ 
ing it out. 
On pages 20 to 24 of Chapter III is a brief summary of 
the recreational facilities available in Northfield, and 
Map IV on page 25 indicates their location. These same 
pages give some idea of the facilities and activites lacking. 
There are several fields of interest indicated strongly on 
the student questionnaires which have been relatively un¬ 
touched in this community, and which should be given greater 
emphasis. These are movies, fishing, and winter sports such 
as skiing and skating. More frequent dances and social 
parties would also be both attractive and beneficial to the 
young people. 
* 
At this point it would perhaps be well to mention what 
some of our recreational leaders have to say on community 
recreation that has not already been mentioned elsewhere in 
this thesis, and which may aid the recreation council in 
planning its program. 
According to Hjelte recreation can help in the following 
37 ways.J4 
(37) HJelte, George, The Administration of Public Re- 
creniioQ, pp. 12-22 
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1. Prevent Juvenile Delinquency 
2. Frevent Accidents 
3* Aid to Health 
4. Aid in Self-Realization 
5. Aid in Social Adjustment 
6. Improve the National Culture 
7. Develop Good Citizenship 
8# Teach Living Democracy 
9* Arrive at Joy and Happiness 
"The character of a people is formed in its play as 
surely as in its work* Leadership of skill and quality and 
imagination can gradually lead people to feel at home with 
quality, and prefer it."38 
In the event that the community should ever take over 
the public schools, the A. Y* H* Headquarters building, or 
some other property for a community recreation center, the 
people can take heart in the statement of Howard Braueher, 
"A palace passed out is not so satisfactory a neighborhood 
center as a remodelled old barn with the horse stalls fixed 
over, if the people did the remodelling and made the various 
decisions." 
"Education for children is compulsory. School buildings 
and facilities are a must. Recreation is different. W« are 
not compelled to have recreation. we want a part in planning 
and arranging it.w^ 
"The best equipped recreation centers often remain un- 
(38) Morgan, Arthur E., The Small Communityr p. 220 
(39) Braueher, Howard, "On Planning Together". Recrea 
tion, XLI, (September, 1947; p. 265 
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used or only partly used unless leaders vitalize the pro¬ 
gram of activities and keep the community informed about the 
40 
available facilities and the program." 
"Hobbies have been described as of three fundamental 
types - the acquiring of things, the acquiring of knowledge, 
and the creation of things, - Because of the significance 
of hobbies in the leisure time of large numbers of individ¬ 
uals, the recreation department is concerned with helping 
people acquire hobbies and find opportunities of enjoying 
41 
them with others who have similar interests." 
Life Magazine posed an interesting question to a round 
42 
table discussion by eighteen distinguished Americans. The 
question was based on what was meant by Jefferson’s state¬ 
ment in the Declaration of Independence of man’s inalienable 
right to "the pursuit of happiness." From this discussion 
they arrived at the source of happiness - the gist of which 
is as follows: Happiness is an inner state involving morals, 
religion, ethics, and sacrifice. It is met in a feeling of 
being a part of the whole, a contributing and wanted member. 
It is not self-seeking, romantic, and escapist. Suffering 
turns our thoughts inward and in so doing often leads to 
(40) Heumeyer, Martin H. & Esther S.. Leisure and 
Recreation, p. 366 -“ 
(41) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community Re¬ 
creation, p. 372 -- 
T** Davenport, Russell, "The Pursuit of Happiness", 
life, XXV, (July 12, 1948) pp. 95-102, 104, 107-8, 110, 113 
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happino3s sines it takes av7ay the self-seeking, materialis¬ 
tic viswpoint. 
The movie industry has often been blamed for the failure 
of most Americans in focusing their attention to the true 
✓ 
source of happiness. The movie industry points out that our 
American customs and censorship help prevent making any cor¬ 
rection in the public viewpoint* 
The panel agreed that the chief hope in America for 
brining the true aims and attitudes of happiness to fruition 
lay with the church, school, newspaper editors, and social 
workers. 
It can readily be seen fx^oni this that happiness and re¬ 
creation have much in common* 
Coming back to the Northfield scene, although the Conn- 
ectlcut River flows through Northfield parallel to its main 
t t t ' V. *>'V.» ,, ’ 
road, it is littled used for fishing, swimming, or boating 
largely due to pollution* The organizations in Northfield 
should get behind the various movements instigated by the 
sporting groups in recent years to rid the Connecticut River 
of pollution* By removing pollution and by building ade¬ 
quate fish ladders at the several dams, it may be that some 
day Northfield may be once more reminiscent of its Indian 
name, Cquakheag, or "spearing point for salmon." 
The report of the New England Regional Planning Commit¬ 
tee offers future promise in yet another direction. On a 
- 175 - 
map4^ it shows large areas of the towns of Northflaid, tilers 
Falls, Warwick, and Orange studded with existing federal, 
state, and local forests. It also shows much of this area 
as suggested acquisition for state parks. In the text ap¬ 
pears the statement - ftrPhe development of publicly owned 
areas for recreational use is fast becoming an important by- 
44 product of their use for conservation and forestry purposes," 
In this area are located the Warwick State Forests with ex¬ 
cellent facilities for skiing and picnics; and the Erving 
State Forest with excellent facilities for camping, picnick¬ 
ing, and swimming. 
The conclusions reached by the author in this work are 
based on recreational conditions within tho town and make 
no attempt at determining the influence of recreational 
attractions outside tho community} nor does this work attempt 
to evaluate the influence of commercial recreation or re¬ 
creations sponsored by industry for the employees. There 
are other important questions which this work does not try 
to answer such as what type of recreational activities are 
undesirable, and how should recreational leaders be chosen 
and trained. 
To Indicate to Recreation Councils the importance of 
some of the phases of recreation not treated directly in 
(43) Nat'l. Resources Board. Basic Data for a T 
^Preliminary Plan for New En,^n~:.^ 10r 9 Ten*«t.1v, 
(44) Ibid.f p. 24 
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this thesis the author will list here some representative 
quotes from recreational literature. 
"Movies, the funnies, and dancing claim much time of 
youth, with the corner drugstore, poolroom, and roadside 
dance hall the favorite place. 
"In spite of recent progress in provision for both 
public and private recreation, most people still depend 
largely upon some form of commercial amusement for diver¬ 
sion* Motion pictures, dance halls, roadhouses, poolrooms, 
and even less socially accepted types of amusement than 
these, still flourish. Although some schools have become 
community centers In the real sense of the term, the greater 
proportion still remain closed after school hours. Rural 
recreation programs and facilities lag far behind the urban 
45 
group." 
"Measured by the number of people participating, com¬ 
mercial amusements reach more people and exert a far greater 
influence than the public and semi-public forms of recreation. 
Tn most instances, commercial enterprises have preceded 
public provision for recreation. It is, of course, diffi¬ 
cult to measure the influence of any form of recreation which 
aL 
makes comparisons very difficult." 
(45) Gloss, G, ■ , Recreational Research. Doctrate 
Thesis, L. S. U., p. 12 
(46) fteumeyer, ?artin K. 4 Esther S., Leisure and 
Eecreaiisn, p. 222 
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"The commercial recreations industry netting several 
billion dollars a year, testifies to the Inadequacy of re¬ 
creational facilities supplied by private, semi-public, and 
governmental agencies, and to the demand of the public for 
47 
recreation." ' 
Butler classes as semi—public agencies such groups as 
Y. Y. C. A*, Boy and Girl Scouts, A* Y* H., and Settlement 
Houses; as private agencies, stores, industries, church, 
country clubs, fr?4ternal organizations, athletic clubs, and 
48 labor unions. 
Governmental agencies should not entirely replace either 
private or semi-public agencies since these groups meet more 
49 diversified Interests and cater to large numbers of people. 7 
"There Is sound basis for the belief that by establish¬ 
ing high standards and attractive programs within the means 
of the people, the city can render its best service and at 
the same time help raise the standard's of commercial recrea¬ 
te) 
tion agencies." 
"Recreation, or at least the bulk of it, is the respon¬ 
sibility of the municipal government and can best be carried 
(47) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community 
Recreation, p. 41 
(48) IM£., P. 36-41 
(49) Ibid*. p. 55-56 
(50) liii., p. 56 
I?3 
out by the local government# The rural ureas aro much de¬ 
pendant on state and federal aid# Local communities should 
provide parks and playgrounds# State and National govern¬ 
ment should look after larger areas, pollution abatement, 
51 
wildlife conservation, hunting, and fishing.”" 
"Libraries are important to any recreation program be¬ 
cause reading is the most common of all recreation activi- 
co 
ties.*0 • 
"Travel, including the use of automobile for pleasure, 
accounts for by far the largest recreational expenditure 
of the American people#"" 
"Stuart Chase estimated that in 1927 out of a national 
income of ninety-two billions of dollars the American people 
expended over twenty-one billions upon leisure time activi- 
p?4 
ties and for commodities consumed during leisure#"'' 
(51) ibid#, p# 47-55 
(?2) Butler, George B., ot>« cit.. p# 35 
(53) IMd#, p. 43 
(54) Hjelte, Georg©, The Administration of Public He- 
P. 3 
CHAPTER VIII 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
CHAPTER VIII 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
* A 
The author does not in this chapter intend to explain 
what is or is not Juvenile delinquency, nor what are its 
causes or its cures* Since the evidence at hand would indi¬ 
cate that Juvenile delinquency is at an extremely low level 
in both towns, the brief emphasis here will be on three 
themes* (1) to show that the absence of recreation and 
Juvenile delinquency are related, and the way in which they 
are related, (2) to present evidence of the low rate of 
juvenile delinquency in Northfield and Athol, and (3) make 
any future recommendations in regards preventive juvenile 
delinquency measures in the two towns. 
Juvenile Delinquency and Recreation — Wendall Parris 
gives an idea of the seriousness of juvenile delinquency and 
a suggested solution for the problem. 
’’Since 1939 arrests of teon-age girls under 18 have in¬ 
creased 198 percent* Th© total increase in juvenile delin- 
quency is over 100 percent. 
"This appalling picture of our modern youth should be 
* 
a serious challenge to teachers and recreation workers be¬ 
cause recreation in all its aspects can do much toward curbing 
this increase in juvenile delinquency. It will be necessary, 
however, to use a more realistic approach to this problem 
than in the past, and to plan thoughtfully in conjunction 
with other agencies - the school, the church and the 
home." 
“Make the recreation programs so interesting that young 
people will want to follow their natural urges of play, free 
expression, competition, and gregariousness. We know boys 
and girls like to dance. Let's have juke boxes on play¬ 
grounds. Boys like to shoot pool. Let's have pool tables 
at recreation centers* 
"Last, but not least, let us remember that boys and 
girls like to talk and associate with each other for the 
sheer joy of companionship. Instead of leaving this to the 
haphazard streetcorner meeting, it would be well to provide 
well-lighted sitting rooms where the youngsters may sit and 
talk and get this gregarious recreation under wholesorne and 
2 pleasant surroundings." 
The Neureeyers state several examples to show that juven¬ 
ile delinquency is highest in areas lacking iri playground 
facilities and supervised recreation. When these facilities 
were provided delinquency dropped in varying instances 
67.4%, 82.2$, 10$ and 25-75$* In one instance a survey 
showed that the homes of 90.4$ of the juvenile delinquents 
were more than a half mile from the nearest playground. 
Other statistics Indicated that the highest rate of de- 
(1) Parris, "endall A., "Recreation Versus Juvenile 
Delinquency", Recreation. XI,I, (September, 1946) p. 313 
(2) Parris, ’ endall A., op. clt.. p. 341 
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linquency was in after school hours, mainly due to excess 
leisure, unsupervised recreation, and lack of recreational 
3 
(play) areas. 
Jacks3 4 5 6 tells us that In many United States cities fig- 
ures for Juvenile delinquency are lowest in those parts of 
the city which are nearest to well-organized playgrounds. 
He also makes a statement to the effect that crime, accord¬ 
ing to all criminologists, is largely the result of the 
thwarting of the natural play instincts of human beings. 
"Law enforcement officers and recreation workers have 
observed that a well-conducted recreation program for children 
and youth has a salutory effect in keeping them occupied in 
constructive activities; thus reducing the time in wh'ch they 
might drift into activities which are destructive and anti¬ 
social. 
r,In view of the close relationship between the lack of 
suitable recreation opportunities and delinquency, it is 
only natural that police, court, and probation officials 
should turn to the recreation department for aid in preventing 
delinquency and in dealing with first offenders."^ 
(3) Neumeyer, Martin H* & Esther S., Leisure and Recrea 
tlon. pp. 202-207 
(4) Jacks, Lawrence P., Education Through Recreation, 
P* 150 
(5) KJelte, George, The Administration of Public 
Recreation, p. lb 
(6) Butler, George D., Introduction to Community 
"ecreatlon. p. 5±4 
- 183 - 
' Lest the reader feels that the author is passing off 
recreation as an antidote for all cases of juvenile delin¬ 
quency, the author will list two charts taken from Professor 
Sheldon Glueck and Doctor Eleanor T, Glueck's One thousand 
Juvenile Delinquents. The many factors listed indicate 
the complexity of the problem of delinquency and a mcr* 
reading of these statistics should serve to Illustrate that 
an adequate recreation program will not stop all delinquency* 
However, the first item on Chart P/ does merit considerable 
attention. 
These charts were first printed in Volume 1 of Harvard 
Law School's Survey of Crime and Criminal Justice in 
Boston (1934)* 
CHART III 
Family Background. ..fif Deljnquerit-Boyg7 
Broken or Poorly Supervised Homes .... 93$ 
Known to One or More Social Agencies....88$ 
Foreign Bor'n Parent or Parents.... • 87$ 
Poor Neighborhood Influences.... 86$ 
Economic Conditions Marginal or Dependent.. 86$ 
Poor Moral Standards........71$ 
Poor Parental Discipline... 70$ 
(7) Anon*. Jimnlle.Delinquency in,^^susachuse11s as a 
Public, Bospong^bj. 1,i&E9 p* 118 
- 184 - 
CHART III (cont.) 
Poor Physical Home.. 62$ 
Previous Court Record in Family.. 
One or Both Parents Illiterate. 
Six or More Children in Family...... 41;a> 
Mental Defect or Disease. 32$ 
CHART IV 
. 8 Personal Characteristics of Delinquent Boys 
Lack of Constructive Leisure Interests. 99$ 
Harmful Companions..  93$ 
Native-Born..    84$ 
Began "'orking When Juveniles..   82$ 
Bad Habits. 75% 
Never Member of Gang or Crowd.... 74% 
Larceny and Burglary Predominant Offenses...73$ 
Truants.  64$ 
Two or lore Years Retarded in School or Special Class.. 61$ 
. 
Dull, Borderline, or Defective Intelligence. 58$ 
Mental Distortion...  56$ 
Began Delinquency by Stealing...... 50$ 
Early Abnormal Environmental Experiences............... 50$ 
Runaways...  49$ 
Early Street Trades Employment...... # 49$ 
(8) IM3.I p. 119 
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CHART IV (cont.) 
Previous Foster Home Care..23% 
Previous Institutional Care.•■••••••# ••■•#21jf 
Early Sex Delinquency* ......  
Juvenile Delinquency in Athol — During the interviews 
the author asked sixteen of the community’s educational, re¬ 
ligious, social, and recreational leaders two general ques¬ 
tions. "How much juvenile delinquency have you noted among 
our young people?" "Has juvenile delinquency increased or 
decreased In recent years?" 
In response to the amount of juvenile delinquency the 
answers fell in three general categories. Four of these 
/ 
people felt that they were not sufficiently in touch with 
the situation to know, and had no examples to go by. Three 
persons said they knew of no cases of delinquency. The re¬ 
maining nine said that there was very little delinquency 
In the community. This last group was in general agreement 
that cases of delinquency were rare and did not constitute 
a real problem. This same group was in agreement that they 
could note no year-to-year fluctuation in the amount of de¬ 
linquency. 
The Chief of Police and Judge of the District Court 
stated that every effort is taken to prevent these cases 
from entering court and that for the past several years 
they have had nearly 100$ success due to the cooperation of 
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the home, school, church, and Y, K. C. A. They made special 
mention of the fine work being done by the Y. M. C. A. 
I 
Only two of the persons interviewed made specific 
mention of indications related to juvenile delinquency. One 
person noted that there were fewer young boys loafing in 
pool rooms. Another person mentioned several instances of 
bulb smashing, pulling up of seedling pine trees, and de¬ 
generate writings on toilet walls at the Athletic ^ield. 
Juvenile Delinquency in Horthfield — The same two 
questions in regards to juvenile delinquency were asked of 
seventeen social, recreational, religious, and educational 
leaders in Northfield, Four persons felt they had insuf¬ 
ficient knowledge of the situation to give an answer. Two 
said they noted fewer cases in recent years and that the 
figure is always low. Three said they knew of no cases of 
delinquency. Seven stated that there was very little delin¬ 
quency and that the rat© was generally static. One person 
stated that there was little delinquency in Northfield, 
but that the rate of delinquency was high enough in South 
Vernon to merit positive action. However, it is interesting 
to note that one of the persons who noted no delinquency 
lives in South Vernon, 
The general belief as noted above is that the rate of 
juvenile delinquency is low and relatively constant. This 
finding is bourne out by the statements of the Deputy Sheriff 
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to whom all those cases are referred. He states that there 
are never more than four or five cases each year and these 
usually involve petty thievery or malicious damage. He 
further states they have never had a sex case involving a 
juvenile* 
As in Athol3 every effort is made to keep the cases 
out of the courts and to handle them locally• In rJorthfield 
§ 
the first corrective step is generally to put pressure on 
the parents as to where their children go and what they are 
doing at all times. 
The Recreational Approach to the Juvenile Delinquency 
Problem — Both communities have been fortunate in recent 
years in having low juvenile delinquency rates. To insure 
that this low rate is continued or diminished, it is the 
author's belief that both communities must have well-organ¬ 
ized, community-wide recreation programs along the lines 
that will be suggested in the next two chapters. 
As has already been suggested, Athol’s low delinquency 
rate is due in large part to the presence of numerous public 
recreation facilities, the Y. M, C. A., several commercial 
recreation facilities, and planned cooperation between law 
enforcement agencies and other groups. 
In Athol for the past several years there has been a 
Juvenile Delinquency Board; originally, the town moderator 
appointed the committee and later, the state suggested the 
membership. In both instances the membership consisted of 
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chief of police, judge of local court, director of Y.M*C*A#f 
superintendent of schools, school attendance officer, chair¬ 
man of the board of public welfare, and school nurse* 
In Northfield all cases of juvenile delinquency were 
referred to the Deputy Sheriff* There has been no community- 
wide planning concerning either recreation or juvenile de¬ 
linquency. The low delinquency rate cannot be attributed 
to the work of any one agency, but probably due to the com¬ 
bined effect of the many groups referred to in the previous 
chapter, of which the public schools have played a notable 
part* 
One Northfield person suggested that no small factor 
against juvenile delinquency in this town was the prosperous 
times and the abundance of well-paying part-time jobs for 
young people* Although it is nearly impossible to test 
the validity of this claim, the author believes that in the 
local situation it seems a very .logical partial answer to 
the question, bavan*t we had more delinquency in 
Northfield?11 
CHAPTER IX 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ATHOL 
CHAPTER IX 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS FOR ATHOL 
Introductory Remarks —* "/Ion. one views recreation on a 
community-wide scale, it is necessary to consider the inter¬ 
est of all agos and all groups. The recommendations will, 
therefore, reflect this attitude even though the research 
on this thesis is based on the needs of school-age children. 
Although Athol is fortunate in having a large number 
and variety of recreational activities for people of all 
ages, in recent years there has been little organization 
or publicity aimed towards making greater use of these faci¬ 
lities. For these reasons, to insure the continuance and 
improvement of present facilities and to promote new forms 
of public recreation activities and facilities, the author 
makes as his first recommendation the formation of a recrea¬ 
tion council for Athol. 
Recreation Council for Athol — As suggested on page 78 
a recommended minimum, membership would Include one represen¬ 
tative each from the Fire, Health, Police and Park Depart¬ 
ments; P. T. A., School Committee, School Faculty, Student 
Groups, Church Groups, Scouts, and Y. M. C, A. Unless it 
should prove too cumbersome, it might be worthwhile to 
follow the membership policy used by the Northfield Central 
Planning Committee. Under this system membership is open 
to a representative duly appointed to the C. P. C. by any 
organization having a charter and at least ten members and 
an interest in recreation. The by-laws of the C. P. C, do 
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state tha restrictions to membership, the duties of members, 
and the annual dues. 
In the event the Recreation Council is to use town 
funds to carry out the recreation program the author re¬ 
commends that an executive committee of three members be 
elected in town meeting to staggered three year terms. This 
executive committee is to have complete authority over the 
recreational program. The remainder of the Recreation Coun¬ 
cil previously listed would servo in an advisory capacity 
to the executive committee. If North.f laid should vote 
town funds for a recreation program this recommendation 
would also apply to Northfield. 
One of the first duties of the recreation council would 
be to select a qualified recreational leader to administer 
the recreation program. This leader would then become a 
non-voting member of tha executive committee of the recrea¬ 
tion council and be responsible for the carrying out of the 
recreation program planned by the council - with the under¬ 
standing that the recreation leader would act as the guiding 
spirit in the planning of any program. 
In accordance with the views of the many experts, the 
financing of the recreational program would be through town 
appropriated funds. The broad membership on the committee 
would Insure that r.o group Is neglected and would help in 
coordinating the programs of the separate groups. These 
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groups, 3uch as scouts, schools, and churches, can play a 
large part In the community program. 
Immediate Recreational Moods, of -Athol -- One of the 
first needs of the community is a publicity program telling 
the public what facilities and activities are presently 
availablej for example, greater use should be made of the 
picnic facilities at both Silver Lake and the Athletic 
Field. 
There is great demand for a return of the summer super¬ 
vised playground program which was dropped during depression 
year3 for lack of funds. The author recommends a summer 
supervised playground program at the Athletic Field, Fish 
Park, and Oliver Lake. The author further suggests a study 
of tie possibility of providing such a program in the neglected 
area between South and Saunders Streets; and the further pos¬ 
sibility of making these supervised programs a year-round pro¬ 
gram. 
Swimming is a very popular activity in Athol, llany 
people have criticised the run-down condition of Lake Ellis. 
Although the author could find no basis for these criticisms, 
he feels it would be wise to allocate sufficient funds to 
keep this area in first-class condition. 
It would also be 7,’ell to place a small bathhouse at 
Silver Lkae, During the fall of 1948, the beach at Silver 
Lake was extended and improved. The two small outhouses 
presently in use at this beach will undoubtedly prove inade- 
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quote in the summer of 1949 and in years to come. 
In relation to Silver Lake, the Park Department an¬ 
nounced on ’larch 26, 1949 that plans were underway for the 
construction of a wooden field house, 30' x 18* at Silver 
Lake playground facing Lincoln Avenue, This field house 
should be ready for use in May, 1949, 
Planning for the Future — To insure that recreation 
is adequately provided for In Athol, the recreation council 
should draw up a long-range program for the community. After 
studying the feasibility of many projects, the projects 
should be given priority ratings based on community needs. 
These projects should then be worked on in the order of their 
priority. To work on too many projects at one time would 
tend to cause none of them to be carried out fully and might 
wei 1 cause the collapse of the whole program. 
Although the first consideration of the recreation 
council in making its program should be in the conditions and 
needs of the community, much helpful information may be ob¬ 
tained from similar programs and investigations of other 
communities. The Glencoe Public Schools of Glencoe, Illi¬ 
nois, publish a small pamphlet1 explaining the duties of 
each of the six committees which are derived from their twen¬ 
ty-eight member Community Coordinating Council. The Alabama 
(1) Bverly, Robert E., 
Glencoe Public Schools, 1940 
iMldlng a Community School. 
9 7 PP • 
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Fducation Association* 2 3 4 publishes a set of forms helpfu_ _n 
3 
community surveys# The National Recreation Association 
could offer much valuable assistance, and also, has forms 
for making surveys, (The report of the Survey Committee of 
4 ** . * 
Amherst night also prove of value.) 
The author's investigations showed that fishing, skiing, 
.... > •• 
and ice skating were very popular activities; yet very little 
of an organised nature is being done to promote these acti¬ 
vities. Here is a fertile field for future endeavors, 
further, little is being done in the community for the non¬ 
athlete except In the schools. Music, art, drama, handi¬ 
crafts, hobbies and adult education are particularly neglected. 
Some other projects worthy of further study by the re¬ 
creation council arc a playground for the Saunders Street 
area, kindergartens, consolidation of the elementary schools 
along the lines suggested by the state; planning future school 
buildings with a view to their use as recreational centers; 
greater public i:se of present school facilities, particular¬ 
ly the High School gymnasium; the establishment of trade and 
(?) Montgomery, Ala., Survey Mark-Book for Community 
Analysis, (Tentstivei. Alabama Education Association, pp. 1-46 
(3) National Rec. Assoc., 315 Fourth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. 
(4) Final, William 0., et. al., hone Range Recreational 
Han of AmherstP Massachusettsf Survey Report, 6 pp. 
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shop courses in the High School; cooperation with other agen¬ 
cies in pollution abatement and prevention, especially as re¬ 
gards the Millers River; greater use of town property for 
recreational use; possible use of nearby state and federal 
property for recreational ptirposes; and television for the 
Y. M. C, A* 
CMftPTKHX 
HEC O^MRlfDATTOUR FOR KORTHFXELD 
CHAPTER X 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS FOR NORTHFIELD 
Introductory Remarks — Unlike Athol, Northfield has 
very little in the way of recreational activities or facili¬ 
ties. It will only be through the efforts of an organized 
group with a desire for more recreation that any real action 
will take place; therefore, it would be the author's first 
recommendation that a recreation council be forced. 
A group which could perform this function was organized 
in January, 194-8 - The Northfield Central Planning Committee - 
which was discussed on pages 163 - 168. 
Recreation.Council forNorthfield — Although the 
Central Planning Committee was not specifically formed for 
the purpose, its organization and aims are such that it would 
be the proper group to handle these functions. The C. P. C., 
as has already been mentioned, has committees investigating 
several recreational problems. 
The C. P, C, is not an official committee of the Town 
of Northfield. It shows signs that it will become a power¬ 
ful organ for welding public opinion. For the present the 
author feels that no attempt should be made to make the 
C. P. C, a town committee since it may distract attention 
from plans for a regional consolidated high school. 
The author feels that a properly planned regional con¬ 
solidated high school can do more for the recreation of 
Northfield than any other single factor, in addition to the 
educational opportunities it would afford. 
- 198 - 
There Is danger that the C, P. C. may end its own use¬ 
fulness by attempting to carry out too many projects at one 
time. At each meeting the several committees make their 
reports, but no definite action has been taken as yet. Some 
of these reports calling for action will come up at the same 
meeting. Soon the C, P. C. will be forced to make the choice 
of whether it will push for a regional consolidated high 
school or a swimming pool. Other similar complications will 
arise in the future. 
The author feels that the first need of th© C. P, C. is 
/ 
a long-range step-by-step plan of action* The C. P. C, must 
determine in th© order of their importance what projects 
should be undertaken to improve recreation in Northfield. 
jp\ 
At he meeting oh March 30, 1949, a committee reported 
not in favor of purchasing the American Youth Hostel Head¬ 
quarters building for us© as a Community Recreation Center. 
The C. P. C. then voted to go on record as not favoring the 
purchase of this property. Now there is on© less distracting 
item on the agenda. 
The C, P. C must determine just how far it will go in 
a recreation program and whether the program would require 
a .trained recreation leader to supervise it. Should the re¬ 
gional consolidated high school become a reallity, it is the 
author's suggestion that such a recreation leader be appointed 
for the several towns concerned. The selection of such a 
recreation leader would not fall under the authority of the 
- 199 - 
C. P. C. 
In the event the regional consolidated high school does 
not go through, the C, P. C. should have an alternate ra- 
creational plan ready* 
Immediate Town Needs — The author feels that the most 
pressing problems of Northfiold could be solved by the proper 
planning and construction of a regional consolidated high 
school which would serve as a community center for the 
several communities* for reasons already quoted in this 
thesis* 
If all five towns of School Union 22 consolidate in a 
regional high school it would be advantageous to have sepa¬ 
rate auditorium and gymnasium. For an anticipated enroll¬ 
ment of 500 students the author recommends a seating capacity 
of 750 each for the gymnasium and auditorium* The auditor¬ 
ium should include a large, well-equipped stage and a movie 
projection booth. The author would recommend floor space 
in the gymnasium sufficient to provide for two basketball 
courts, 50* x 84** 
The author would further suggest the use of sound¬ 
proofing or sound-dampening material in the gymnasium-audit¬ 
or lum, since school and other activities will be going on 
nearby* I mention this because there was no reference to it 
In the plans for the Memorial Gymnasium, which was discarded 
in 1948* 
The C. P. C. should investigate the possibility of 
i 
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getting a schedule of hours for public use of Jewetts1 
Pond, Vouht Hermon Pool, The Seminary Pool, and the Salva¬ 
tion Army Camp Pool for swimming, until such time as an 
adequate swimming pool can be provided# 
Planning for the Future — One of the greatest errors 
of the many organizations in the community in the past, when 
planning various activities, was the failure to appreciate 
the value of publicity# The town does not have a daily 
newspaper and the people are scattered over a wide area# 
The "Most successful means of reaching these people, aside 
IV 
of posters, have been notices in the Greenfield Recorder- 
Gazette, which r eaches many Northfield homes; notices over 
radio station WHAI, in Greenfield; and notices taken home 
by school students. The C. P. C. now has a medium for sending 
notices to most of the town*3 many organizations. To have a 
successful program in the future, the recreation council must 
make use of all of these methods. 
The author suggests that the recreation council could 
make use of the same sources of information in planning its 
reci’eation program as the author suggested for Athol on 
page 194. In addition it might be well to read an article 
by D. B. Dyer*. 
The author’s research indicated that skiing, ice skating. 
(1) Dyer, D. B., "Organizing Recreation in a Small 
Community", Recreation. XL, (September, 1946) pp. 29I-295, 330. 
- 201 - 
swimming, and fishing ware very popular with the young people 
of the townj yet very little is being done to promote these 
interests. Here lies a prospact for further study by the 
recreation council. Other activities that bear further 
studies are more of the following: movies, art, leadership 
training, citizenship, picnics, camping, hiking, nature 
study, home crafts, shop work, handicrafts, hobbles, music, 
public speaking, drama, parties, dances, and low-organized 
athletics. 
The recreation council should study the following 
possibilities, also: kindergartens, adult education, assist¬ 
ance in pollution abatement and fish ladders in the Connec¬ 
ticut River, the use of nearby state property for recrea¬ 
tional purposes, the feasibility of using the closed public 
school in "est Northfield as a neighborhood recreation 
center, supervised summer playgrounds, and extending the 
school playground to the Central Vermont tracks. 
The recreational council should investigate the possi¬ 
bility of starting a summer softball league. West North- 
field and South Vernon might use the field used by the West 
Northfield Blue Jays; East Northfield, Northfield and Number 
Three Community Club could use the school playground; and 
Number Four Community Club is planning to build their own 
diamond. 
Table XVI on page 202 is.a consolidation of the most 
popular activities listed on the student questionnaires for 
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both towns, the most popular activities being listed at the 
top. 
In ending this thesis, the writer should like to re- 
9*41^ 2 
mind the reader of a statement made by “Puce Parton. "In 
times like these invest in boys and girls* 'Ten talk about 
buying a stock at the bottom* When you Invest in a boy or 
girl you are always buying at the bottom* You are sure that 
the youngster is going up, and there Is no telling how far* 
I invite evehy man and woman in America to take a flyer in 
Childhood Preferred* I predict a great future for this 
security* You are sure to get a man or woman* You may get 
a great man or a great woman*” 
vtt Ba?WS< Bruce, "Buy at the Bottom", Recreation. 
>LI, (July, 1947) Back Cover 
APPENDICES 
LETTERS SENT TO SUPERINTENDENT TAYLOR 
TEACHERS INSTRUCTION SHEET FOR SOCIAL AND 
RECREATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE, GRADES 4-6 
TEACHERS INSTRUCTION SHEET FOR SOCIAL AND 
RECREATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE, GRADES 7-12 
APPENDIX I 
LETTER TO SUPERINTENDENT TAYLOR 
B F* D# 
Northflaid, Mass# 
May 8, 19^8 
Robert N# Taylor 
Superintendent of Schools 
Northfield, Massachusetts 
Dear Mr# Taylors 
The questionnaire to be used in the thesis work I 
spoke to you about earlier this year, for practical pur¬ 
poses of printing, will contain only twenty activities# 
I should like to have you underline on the enclosed sheet 
for both Grades 4-6 and 7-12 the ten activities you would 
most like to have me use on the questionnaire, and check 
as many other items as you are interested in. 
A similar letter with enclosure is being sent to 
Superintendent Spooner of Athol* By consolidating yours 
and Mr# Spoonerfs choices, I shall have the items for the 
questionnaires# 
The enclosed lists of Social and Recreational Acti¬ 
vities are by no means a complete list; therefore, if you 
are interested in an activity for one of your choices which 
does not appear, pleas© write it in under the heading, 
"Others*# 
Very truly yours, 
i; 
T ! 
Harold H, Me Lean 1 
1 Enclosure 
SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES - GRADES,. 4^6 
Baseball 
Boy Scouts 
Brownies 
Campfire Girls 
Camping 
Coasting 
Cub Scouts 
Dancing 
Fishing 
Four-H Club 
Girl Scouts 
Handicrafts Club 
Hobby Club 
Hop-Scotch Court 
Horseshoes 
Ice Skating 
Jungle Gym 
Marbles Court 
Movies 
Music 
Nature Study 
Picnics 
Ping Pong 
Plays 
Reading 
Poller Skating 
See - Saw 
Shuffleboard 
Skiing 
Slides 
Soft Drink Bar 
Softball 
Stamp Collecting 
Swimming 
Tether Ball 
Touch Football 
Y. M. C. A. 
Young Peoples Parties 
OTHERS 
SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES - GRADES 7-12 
Archery Four-H Roller Skating 
Badminton Girl Scouts Shuffleboard 
Band Glee Club Six-Man Football 
Baseball Golf Skiing 
Basketball Handicrafts Soccer 
Bicycling Hobby Club Softball 
Boating Hockey Soft Drinks Bar 
Bowling Horseshoes Stamp Collecting 
Boxing Ice Skating Swimming 
Boys* Club Juke-box Club Tennis 
Boy Scouts Lacrosse Touch Football 
Camping Model Flying Club Track 
Coasting Movies Tumbling 
Cooking Tusic Volleyball 
Cross Country Nature Club Wrestling 
Dancing Orchestra Y. M. C. A. 
Fencing Picnics Young Peoples Par 
Field Hockey Plays Y. W. C. A. 
Fishing Ping Pong 
Football Reading OTHERS 
APPENDIX II 
TEACHER'S INSTRUCTION SHEET 
FOR SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
The purpose of this questionnaire is an attempt to 
determine what is being done and what might bo done to Pro¬ 
vide social and recreational activities for school cnildren 
of grades 4-12 of Athol and Northfield. It is hoped that 
the results of this work will be genuinely helpful both to 
the pupils and to the teachers as well. Your cooperation 
will, to a large extent, determine the success of this work. 
Thank you. 
1. The questionnaires are of two types—labelled either 
"Grades 4-6" or "Grades 7-12." Make certain you have 
been given the correct type. 
2. Have the students fill in their name, grade, school, 
town, and indicate their sex In the spaces labelled in 
the heading. 
3. The questionnaire is so designed that the student may 
quickly check ( > In the necessary answers by laying a 
ruler along the horizontal lines numbered for their con¬ 
venience. 
4. Under vertical column number 1, a student should check 
as "Much" any activity he participates in more than once 
a week in its proper seasonj as "Little" any activity 
participated in less than this amount. An activity not 
checked will be assumed as not taken part in by the 
student. 
5. The vertical columns 2 through 9 indicates the sponsoring 
agencies—not where the activity takes place. 
6. Under the vertical column number 10 the student should 
check any activity he participates in that is not spon¬ 
sored by an organization. 
7. Under the vertical column number 11 a student should 
, write in the name of the groups that sponsors the acti¬ 
vity if its name does not appear in the column headings— 
such as. Campfire Girls, or Sons of the American Legion. 
8. Check under vertical column number 12 all activities you 
are interested in, but for which there is not now a place 
or equipment to carry out. 
9. Under the vertical column number 13 check any activity 
whether you participate in it or not, the place or 
equipment for which is within 10 minutes walking dis¬ 
tance of your home. 
10. To the teacher. In order to help the students in 
filling out lines 21-2?, there is a separate list of 
possible activities, this can either be posted on the 
board or read. Some of the activities may not be 
desirable but we are interested in both positive and 
negative information. It would be well to caution tne 
student to be serious at this point. 
11. On the horizontal lines numbered 21-25 the student is 
to write in the five activities he is most interested 
in that don*t appear on lines 1-20. Check all verti¬ 
cal columns as before. 
12. To teachers. Please attach to the questionnaires by a 
paper clip the names of those pupils who did not fill 
in a questionnaire due to absence. 

Pin - 
Suggestions for Lines 20 - 25 
Social and Recreational Activities Grade 4- 6 
Campfire Girls See Saw 
Camping Shuffleboard 
Dancing Slides 
Fishing Soft Drink Bar 
4-H Club Stamp Collecting 
Funny Books Tether-Ball 
Horseshoes Y. M. C. A. 
Jukebox Club 
Jungle Gym 
Loafing 
Y. W, C. A. 
Garbles Court 
• 
Music 
Ping Fong 
Plays 
Holler Skating 
k< 
APPENDIX III 
TEACHERfS INSTRUCTION SHEET 
FOR SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
The purpose of this questionnaire is an attempt to 
determine what is being done and what might be done to pro¬ 
vide social and recreational activities for school children 
of grades 4-12 of Athol and Northfield, It is hoped that 
the results of this work will be genuinely helpful both to 
the pupils and to the teachers as well. Your cooperation 
will, to a large extent, determine the success of this work. 
Thank you. 
1, The questionnaires are of two types—labelled either 
"Grades 4-6" or "Grades 7-12." Make certain you have 
been given the correct type, 
2, Have the students fill in their name, grade, school, 
town, and indicate their sex in the spaces labelled In 
the heading, 
3* The questionnaire is so designed that the student may 
quickly check ( ) in the necessary answers by laying a 
ruler along the horizontal lines numbered for their 
convenience, 
V 
4. Under vertical column number 1, a student should check 
as "Much" any activity he participates in more than once 
a week in its proper season} as "Little" any activity 
participated in less than this amount. An activity not 
checked will be assumed as not taken part in by the 
student. 
5. The vertical columns 2 through 9 indicates the sponsoring 
agencies—not where the activity takes place. 
6. Under the vertical column number 10 the student should 
check any activity he participates in that is not spon¬ 
sored by an organization. 
7. 
8. 
Under the vertical column number 11 a student should 
write in the name of the groups that sponsors the acti¬ 
vity if its name does not appear in the column headings- 
such as, Campfire Girls, or Sons of the American Legion* 
Check under vertical column number 12 all activities you 
^ ^ f?P WhlCh thePe 1S n0t nOW * place or equipment to carry out. 
9* Under the vertical column number 13 check any activity, 
whether you participate in it or not, the place or 
equipment for which is within 10 minutes walking dis¬ 
tance of your home* 
10* To the teacher. In order to help the students in 
filling out lines 21-25, there is a separate list of 
possible activities, this can either be posted on the 
board or read. Some of the activities may not be 
desirable* It would be well to caution the student to 
be serious at this point. 
11. On the horizontal lines numbered 21-25 the student is 
to write in the five activities he is most interested 
in that don’t appear on lines 1-20* Check all vertical 
columns as before. 
12. To teachers. Please attach to the questionnaires by a 
paper clip the names of those pupils who did not fill 
in a questionnaire due to absence. 
213 
Suggestions for Lines 20-25 
/ 
Social and Recreational Activities Grade 7-12 
Archery Hobby Club Tumbling 
Attending Horseraces Hockey Wrestling 
Badminton Horseback Riding y. m. c. 
Bicycling Horseshoes Y. W. C. . 
Boating Jukebox Club 
Boxing Lacrosse 
Boys* Club Loafing 
% 
Boy Scouts Model Flying Club 
Camping Music 
Coasting Nature Club 
Cooking 
a 
Picnics 
Cross Country Ping Pong t 
Fencing Reading 
Field Hockey Riding 
Fishing Roadhouses 
Funny Books Shuffleboard 
Gambling Six-Man Football 
Girl Scouts Soccer 
Golf Soft Drinks Bar 
Handicrafts Club Swimming 
Track 
?&&& 
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